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NEW, YEAR 


NEW YOU 


IT’S YOUR RESOLUTION - BUT IT'S MY JOB. 


Minnesota Premier Home Improvement Specialists 


Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms e Basement Finish ‘LL PUSH YOU AND SUPPORT YOU AS YOUR CONFIDENCE GROWS 
Windows / Doors e Decks / Porches e Roofing e Siding 

Ice Dam Prevention & Removal YO UR WAISTLI NE SHRIN KS 
AND YOU REACH YOUR GOALS, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE 


CALL 612.378.8898 TO GET STARTED ON THE NEW YOU NOW! 
OR VISIT WWW.FITNESSTOGETHER.COM/MINNEAPOLIS 
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“We Roofed It 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 


www.StioRoofing.com Ee 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


(612) 305-4360 e www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


* Has won numerous criminal sexual conduct cases His winning record 
* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI has made 


* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Jeff Dean a name 
Indecent Exposure, Drug Charges, Theft Charges you can trust. 


* Successful results in probation violation cases 


"| was charged with a crime and Jeff Dean won my case. It's so nice to be free of the worry. Call Jeff if you are facing a criminal charge!" 
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Contact us today to find out 


all we have to offer. | 651 .645.1 21 1 


2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 • St. Paul 
0 minutes to Downtown Minneapolis ог St. Paul 
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Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 
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Metropolitan Center for Independent Living Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 


жем wi 1600 University Ave Suite 16 Product sales. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


Happy New Year. 


WHAT A year it will be. 

While resolutions are on our minds and thoughts stray to the past, 
I can't help but think about where we've come from, where we are, 
and where we're going. The holidays were a time when, I hope, our 
readers found tidings of joy rather than shame, fear, or closets...but 
I know that expectations need to be realistic and I'm sure that going 
home wasn't a pleasant option or experience for everyone. I thought 
about home as I was at the “Center Stage: Home for the Holidays" 
fundraising event for Minnesotans United for All Families last month 
(photos on 12-13). 

Watching the crowd at the Center Stage event at the Cowles Cen- 
ter, there was a diversity in appearances—whether ages or genders 
or apparel or skin color be the case—and there was a comfort. An 
ease. А normal. The performers and their acts were everything we 
expect from performers from the local stages—talent and excel 
lence. The content varied from songs and dances to drama, spoken 
word, comedy, and drag. 

One of the more surprisingly poignant parts of the show hap- 
pened when Miss Richfield 1981 asked all the same-sex couples in 
the audience to stand up. Then, increment by increment, she had 
them sit down...those who had been together 5, 10, 15 years until 
fewer were standing, but had been together for over twenty years. 
More, even. The house lights were up and we could see who they 
were. We applauded. I felt chills and warmth all at once. 

As I looked at the couples, I had another thought: There are peo- 
ple I know who don't believe you exist. Looking around the theater, 
I thought: They don't believe in you, either. You as a couple. You as 
asingle. You as a gay man. You as alesbian. You as a bisexual. You 
as not even knowing how you'd identify. It was a sinking feeling. The 
realization after the high. Where'd it come from? Nowhere far. 

Thinking to numerous recent conversations I've had with people 
who may keep rather narrow circles, they're still asking me for sci- 
entific proof that homosexuality is natural—which doesn't even get 
into anything like gender identity or the like. It's strictly surface and 
rather elementary, but that's where they are. Words like hippocam- 
pus and hypothalamus come up. Genes. Chromosomes. Nature ver- 
sus nurture. Choice or not. It's a place that we may consider, but we 
don't stay there. We don't put down roots in the curiosity—because 
we don't base whether or not GLBT people exist, or should exist, on 
the answer to the question. 

Why don't we? Because we are them. All around us, wherever 
we fall in the GLBT or A community, we're there. We know we exist 
because we exist. It doesn't take much more faith than that, usually. 
Isee you, you see you, we see each other. Our versions of homosexu- 
ality and sexual identity are from personal experience, rather than 
from television or “that one guy" we knew. 


After the show, I walked away from the Cowles Center and toward 
my parking ramp in City Center. As I crossed Hennepin and contin- 
ued on the sidewalk, I heard a man say gently, “Hey, girl.” 

I looked. I think it's the naïveté in me that makes me look every 
time...not very street-smart at 11:00 at night on Hennepin. A tall man 
carrying a grocery bag was strolling toward me. Behind a beard 
and a scarf I recognized my childhood friend, Aaron, the only person 
in the history of my time in high school who was ever unabashedly 
out. The one who was teased mercilessly both for his way of be- 
ing as well as his ability to act like any high school boy or girl can, 
rather dramatic and somewhat needling. He’s wickedly smart and 
for a long time after high school I worried where he got swallowed 
up by the city and if he’d been spit out. He’s from home and many of 
us from home aren’t ready for what greets us outside of it. It’s scary, 
it's unknown, it's yet uncharted...by us at any rate. That night, he 
was simply walking home to Boom Island with his groceries. Very 
urban, very normal. 

Thankfully, we'd caught up in the recent months, sharing our sto- 
ries and lives and even celebrating my new job. At the time, it oc- 
curred to me that he was the most coincidental person to run across 
that night after that event. The thoughts still racing in my head, I ran 
them past him. I asked him what he thought about it—that people at 
home don't necessarily believe that gays, lesbians, bisexuals, trans- 
gendered people actually exist, or should exist. He very calmly and 
peacefully responded in agreement, but not necessarily with as much 
militance as I was exuding. 

He may be ambivalent. He may be more forgiving. He may want 
nothing to do with them. I don't know. 

The people who implicitly or explicitly question whether or not 
homosexuals exist are more numerous and intelligent than we might 
think. If were wondering how we're going to win this fight against 
the anti-marriage amendment in November, they're wondering why 
they have to vote on something that doesn't exist. Or shouldn't be 
made to seem like it does exist, because it doesn't without proof. There 
are many fights this year—and this rather hidden one can't be under- 
estimated. The people who tell us to our faces that they'll vote for the 
amendment to make sure the abominations aren't given equal rights 
may not be the ones to worry about as much. The people who are 
rational and even contemplating the questions of origin are the ones 
to pay attention to. 

The ones that we have to be the proof to. 

People who are not near us or in a more densely populated and 
diverse area may not have that similar awareness. Oh, yes. It's a slip- 
pery slope to do anything so stupid as to pit city folk against country 
folk. That's underestimating all of us. But, there's something to be 
said for not only being exposed to people who are different, but |. y. 

Continued on page 53 
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NOW IN MINNESOTA | 


World leader in Permanent Hair Reduction & Skin Rejuvenation 


ALL first-time 
clients receive 


| $15 OFF | 


|! first treatment! / ! 


Finally...Painfree, Permanent and Affordable 

Hair Removal! FLAT RATE of $49 per area/session. 
Come experience the world’s latest technology and 
most used IPL Laser hair removal concept TODAY! 


| BOOK YOUR FREE PATCH TEST TODAY 
Visit us online at www.nomasvellousa.com 


Uptown Location Northeast Location 


5 


ELIMINATE THE 
HASSLE OF GLASSES 
AND CONTACTS NOW! 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 


Aging isn't easy. Q 
Caregiving doesn't need MM. 


2011 STARTRIBUNE' Top 100 
Workplaces in Minnesota 
TRAINING TO SERVE 
Board of Directors 


to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
1 iHome 


In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Life changing results 
without spending your 
life savings. Save up 
to 50% every day on 
Custom Wavefront LASIK 


ACT BY FEB 29" 


Save even more with your 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. 


ASK US HOW! 


p^ — эээ... 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense | 


О Child Support 
О Domestic Partnerships 


| Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


О Business & Civil Litigation 
О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
=x E EEE pamm 1-4 Ee 


= 


CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR USIK EVE [VM] AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Our financing plans 
and Best Price 
Guarantee make LASIK 
affordable to more people 
than ever before. 


Multiple custom 
lasers to treat: 
Nearsightedness 
Farsightedness 
ASTIGMATISM 


a 
«5 Ry 
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JOFFE’ 


[3 w 
Ki 
CARAN“ 


Personalized 
follow-up vision care and 
FREE ENHANCEMENTS, 
because we care. 


CALL 866-685-6994 


OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


2311 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 


a 
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MEDI*CENTER 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | Es. Boatner 


| Know I Can, | Know | Сап, | Know | Can 


“KNOWING THYSELF,” and “Making New Year's Resolutions" 
create something of an oxymoron. You already know your batting 
average with Resolutions—your avoirdupois of yesteryear still clings 
as tenaciously as barnacles on a rusty, sunken hull. 

Your dilatory attendance at the gym, the Norwegian sweater proj- 
ect that foundered on the first reindeer, the non-completion of your 
great first novel, indicate 2012's Resolutions are not slated to happen, 
either. Unless you heed my advice. 

How, you ask, does one set a few life-enhancing goals for the New 
Year and stick to them? 

First internalize, “I will,” not “I want." “Small is good." “Less is 
more," and keep these verities in mind when picking your battles. ^I 
want" is mere wishing. We all wish and want. I want to win the Pow- 
erball, but no one's listening. 

After absorbing the above phrases, create a habit around the 
Resolution you're about to embrace. For example: “I will lose some 
weight." Not “I want to lose weight;” not “I will lose 30 pounds:” Both 
recipes for failure. “Will” and “some” are the operative words. 


Resuscitate your languishing gym membership. Go every day, 
whether you break a sweat or not. It will become a habit. You will real- 
ize how foolish it is to waste gas to drive miles for nothing, and even- 
tually you'll do something-anything. Notice that on some machines, 
you can read a book and pretend you are not exercising. Any time you 
spend on the machines or swimming, you will at least not be eating. 

By dint of not having food at hand (if you habitually tote a meat- 
ball sub and vanilla malted, read no further), you will eventually lose 
a few ounces, a pound, two, and will have fulfilled your New Year's 
Resolution (Remember? "I will lose some weight.") 

Success, and the habit of regularity you've created, may well lead 
you to become more ambitious in your exercise program, and fur- 
ther weight loss, and realization that these techniques are applicable 
to knitting reindeer and writing novels as well. 

Note I say, “May well lead..." If I could follow my own advice, I'd 
not only be buff, but you'd have already read my brilliant first novel 
and Га be at the keyboard in my hand-crafted sweater, typing, typing, 
typing. L1 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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WANT TO LOSE THE LOVE 
HANDLES? NEED HELP 
GETTING THOSE 6-PACK ABS? 
LASER BODY CONTOURING 
IS YOUR ANSWER! 
ACCENT YOUR BODY 


The Comfortable Way to Tone and Tighten 


e Love Handles • Abs 

* Arms » Back Fat 

e Legs e Buttocks 

» Face e Neck 
FDA Approved, Safe, 


Non-invasive Laser Contouring 


2096 OFF 


Promotion to Lavender Readers! 


Call to Schedule Your 
Complimentary Consultation 


(952) 288-2230 mo 


Physician Supervised Sta Tas 
www.theMonfrance.com 7300 France Ave S. #300, Edina, MN 55435 


LOOK BETTER, FEEL BETTER, BE BETTER 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | Holly Monnett 


THE TOWN HOUSE'S 42ND ANNIVERSARY PARTY 


DECEMBER 10 


` CELEBRATE 
«ibe 
4204 ANNIVERSARY _ 
WiTH SOME DELICIOU 
(| SCHELI'S BEERS 


LavenderMagazine.com | 11 


OUR LAVENDER 


| LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


CENTER STAGE: HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


DECEMBER 12 
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What's Your Plan? 


VCA Supports 
Animal Shelters 
Nationwide 


* For new clients only. Offer good only for 
general veterinary services. Excludes 
emergency and specialized services. 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW - 


m 


| Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 

| Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor? designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ < 

Securities products and investment advisory services offered by (9 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 5 

investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special ER 
22 


needs financial planning offered through Mett е!5 Center for 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


For the if in life.® 


MetLife 


Wellness and early disease 
detection & prevention 
Extended evening and 
weekend hours 

State of the art medical, 
dentistry and surgical 
equipment 

Walk-ins welcome 
Vaccinations 


Nutritional & prescription 

pet foods 

Laser surgery (VCA Cedar) 

Pocket pets & exotics (VCA Cedar) 
Boarding 

Grooming (VCA Animal Care Hospital) 
Acupuncture (VCA Cedar) 


Open Sundays 
(VCA Animal Care Hospital) 
Faceboo! 
ACCREDITATION www.Facebook.com/VCAAnimalHospitals 


Animal Hospitals 


vs] CareCredit 


E ) » www-twitter.com/vcapethealth 


www.VCAhospitals.com 


20 Years Experience in: 


Minneapolis 

VCA CEDAR 

3604 Cedar Avenue South 
(36th & Cedar Ave.) 


612-360-2096 
www.vcacedar.com 
MON-FRI: 8-6 | SAT: 8-1 
Richfield 

VCA ANIMAL 
CARE HOSPITAL 
1208 E. 66th St. 

(E. 66th St. & 12th Ave. S.) 
612-326-1196 
www.vcaanimalcaremn.com 
MON-THU: 7:30-7 | FRI: 7:30-6 
SAT: 8:30-2:30 | SUN: 9:30-2 


Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis е (612) 822-0865 


www jerryaburg.com 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


LORING KITCHEN & BAR January? 


CHEAPIE NIGHTS: & 


$1 Rail and Beer г» DJ Tony D 


NEW 
IHE LOUNGE MEN 
MALE DANCERS 


Hosted by Trent • 10:00pm 


Your Neighborhood Bar 
with FREE Parking. 
ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON! 


Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone. Serving Our GLBT Community For 42 Years! 
Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or The Town House Bar on 


1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL * MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL 
651-646-7087 • WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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$3. 00: \ 
Rail Drinks e Domestic Bottles 
Pints of Miller Lite & Grain Belt Premium 


3 y 
pls. */612-332-RAIL (7245) 


Shop Downtown: 814B Hennepin Ave. 
Our Outlet Store: 1437 University Ave: S. 


Online: fantasygifts.com (Find all 10 locations at FantasyGifts.com 
A Night of Progressive Entertainment 


8th Annual 


ISEK Video Games -13\75¢ Pool Tables > Pinball Darts 
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MEET: 


Bill Press, Ed Schultz, & John Fugelsang 


COMEDIANS” 
-Bill Maher 


A regular on The Stephanie Miller Show! 


SATURDAY 1.14.12 


7:00PM, Hilton Minneapolis 


( 
Tune into AM950 online at 
www.AM950radio.com 
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LOCAL MUSIC | E.B. Boatner 


One Voice Showcases BraveSouls & Dreamers 


One Voice Mixed Chorus, Minnesota’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender (GLBT) and 
straight allies chorus, opens its 2011-2012 season with BraveSouls & Dreamers, a new One 
Voice Commission by Robert Seeley and Robert Espindola. This inspirational concert cel- 
ebrates the lives of visionary leaders who have challenged prejudice and violence, including 
Harvey Milk, Nelson Mandela, Mother Theresa, Judy Shepard. Also featured is music by 


Bob Dylan, Holly Near, and Stephen Sondheim. 


One Voice Artistic Director Jane Ramseyer Miller talked recently with Lavender about the 


upcoming program and about the Chorus itself. 


When did the One Voice Mixed Cho- 
rus get its start? How has it grown to 
be the largest GLBT chorus in North 
America? 

One Voice Mixed Chorus was formed in 
1988—one of the first choruses in the coun- 
try to bring together men and women from 
the GLBT and allied communities with the 
intent to unite for a common goal of creat- 
ing social change through music. The gay 
and lesbian communities had already be- 
gun working together to address the AIDS 
crisis, which had reached astronomical pro- 
portions, and it was clear that further social 
change was needed. 

Today, One Voice is the largest GLBTA 
chorus in North America. It is comprised 
of 100 men and women of diverse cultural 
backgrounds, from ages 17 to 75, drawn to- 
gether as members and allies of the GLBT 
community. Being a member of One Voice is 
a profound experience for many members, 
affecting their sense of identity and connec- 
tion to community. 

One Voice started growing significantly 
when we began focusing on our mission of 
social change in addition to musical excel- 
lence. Over 12 years ago, we began taking 
our music and message of social change into 
schools around the Twin Cities, and found 
that these performances had a profound im- 
pact on our singersas well as on the schools 
where we perform. Our outreach is a clear 
part of our identity and draws many singers 
into the chorus. 

One Voice could not exist without the ef 
forts of its “Fifth-Section,” or the non- sing- 
ing volunteers [[in addition to Soprano, Alto, 
Tenor, and Bass], who are a crucial part of 
the chorus and who contribute 4,000 to 5,000 
volunteer hours annually. Our Fifth-Section 


Jane Ramseyer Miller. 
Photo Courtesy of One Voice Mixed Chorus 


members do everything from ushering to bak- 
ing cookies, bookkeeping, web-design and all 
of our ticket management. Together, we dedi- 
cate our time and energy to the One Voice mis- 
sion: “Building community and creating social 
change by raising our voices in song.” 


How long have you been Artistic Di- 
rector? Can you give a bit of your back- 
ground? 

I am in my 17th year as Artistic Director 
for One Voice Mixed Chorus, and currently 
serve as Artistic Director in Residence for 
GALA Choruses. I hold a Masters of Music 
in Choral Conducting from the University of 
Minnesota and a BA in Psychology from the 
University of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada. 
Гуе served as Music Director for several 
church choirs as well as for TransVoices, 


Calliope Women’s Chorus, Fierra Voce 
Femmina, and Voices for Peace-a multi-cul- 
tural youth choir. 

I especially enjoy creative community col- 
laborations, and have created choral music 
with 15-Head Theater Lab, The Women’s 
Cancer Resource Center, Shakopee Wom- 
en’s Correctional Facility, In the Heart of 
the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre, Kairos 
Dance Theatre, Mu Daiko, Teens Rock the 
Mic and District 202 among others. My com- 
positions are published by Yelton Rhodes 
Music and Pilgrim Press. 

In 2008 I received the GALA Choruses 
Legacy Award for conducting, innovative 
programming and commitment to commu- 
nity outreach, and in 2010 was awarded the 
ACDA VocalEssence Award for Creative 
Programming and the ACDA Minnesota Ad- 
vocate for Choral Excellence (ACE) Award. 
GALA’s Artistic Artist in Residence. 

17 years is a long time for any conductor 
to survive a community chorus! I think my 
longevity is due to the strong and compel- 
ling mission of One Voice that is visible in 
every performance and in every community 
setting where we perform. The chorus has 
continued to grow artistically stronger every 
year and I am delighted with One Voice’s 
programming and sound as we enter our 
25th anniversary in 2012! 


Tell us more about BraveSouls & 
Dreamers. 

BraveSouls & Dreamers was first com- 
posed for the Portland Gay Men’s Chorus. 
We have worked with the composer to cre- 
ate a new arrangement of the piece for 

mixed chorus (men and women). This 
will be the premier of this arrangement and 
we're really excited to bring BraveSouls to 
the Twin Cities. Because the original was 
written only for men's voices this arrange- 
ment will sound significantly different than 
the original. 

The new arrangement is set for SATB 
[Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass] chorus, four 
soloists and a small orchestra with winds, 
harp, piano, synthesizer and percussion. We 
have four amazing soloists who are playing 
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the parts of Mother, Sage and two Sol- 
diers. Their voices really add to the power 
and compelling nature of the music and text. 


Is OVation a part of One Voice or a 
different entity? 

OVation is the portable version of One 
Voice—a small ensemble of eight singers 
that can bring our music and our message 
almost anywhere. Over the course of the 
year, OVation presents roughly 10-15 perfor- 
mances, with One Voice or on its own, at ven- 
ues ranging from the Minnesota State Fair, 
Pride, the Minnesota Arboretum... even the 
Minnesota Liver Foundation! 


What is, in your opinion, the most 
outstanding effect that One Voice has on 
the community? 

Definitely our outreach to greater Min- 
nesota and One Voice’s concerts in schools 
have had a huge impact in the community. 
Each fall we rent buses and take our music 
on the road with 80-90 singers and Fifth-Sec- 
tion members in tow. This past November 
we performed a concert with Duluth United 
for All Families in support of their work 
around the marriage amendment. 

On January 9 we are performing a con- 
cert in St. Francis, about a hour north of the 
Twin Cities with 100 youth from St. Francis 
High School. We rehearsed with these youth 
in November on our way to Duluth. In these 
settings there is always a bit of nervousness 
when we first meet with our chorus and a 
bunch of youth jammed into risers. But once 
we started singing it was like the fear and 
nervousness completely evaporated as 200 
voices (youth and adults) filled the room. 


We understand you have a new Ex- 
ecutive Director? 

Craig Coogan, who recently joined the 
One Voice staff as Executive Director, is 
an expert in developing strategies and pro- 
grams to help GLBTA and other nonprofit 
organizations achieve their operational and 
artistic goals. Craig brings experience in 
both the for-profit and non-profit arenas. He 
was a founding board member and served 
for ten years as Treasurer of the acclaimed 
Women’s choral group Vox Femina Los An- 
geles. He has produced independent movies 
and several award-winning documentaries 
and acclaimed original plays. He is a 

graduate of Syracuse University which 
prepared him well for his recent move from 
Los Angeles to Minnesota! 

We are really thrilled to give Craig a 


WARM welcome to Minnesota! He brings 
incredible experience in both the for-profit 
and non-profit sectors and already has fab- 
ulous ideas for taking One Voice into our 
next decade. 

Is there anything you’d like to add 
about your own connection to Brave 
Souls and Dreamers - It sounds like a 
marvelous program. 

It has been thrilling to work with Robert 
Seeley in preparing this commission and in 
rehearsal with the chorus. His music pow- 
erfully portrays the wrenching emotions of 
individuals caught in a state of violence, but 
even more powerfully offers a sense of hope 
for a world without violence and fear. 

The first time I heard BraveSouls & Dream- 
ers I sat in the audience with tears streaming 
down my face. Robert Seeley has combined 
some incredibly powerful texts about the vio- 
lence of war and the wonder of peaceful com- 
munity with music that just melts your heart. 
One of my favorite movements is an aria for 
the character of a Mother who has lost a child 
to war. Her grief and anger and angst are in- 
credibly beautiful and hear-wrenching. 

Seeley’s writing style draws from classi- 
cal to lyrical to Broadway styles and is very 
accessible for both our singers and for the 
audience. His melodies absolutely float and 
the orchestration soars in a way that leaves 
the listener moved and also filled with hope. 

Robert Seeley also composed Naked 
Man and Metamorphosis both performed by 
the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus several 
years ago. If you are a fan of those pieces, 
BraveSouls & Dreamers will blow you away! 


Would you share a few others of your 
Community Outreach Stories? 

On Friday, November 18, [2011] 80 One 
Voice singers boarded a bus to St. Francis 
High School to rehearse with their 100-voice 
Concert Choir in preparation for our collabor- 
ative concert in St. Francis on January 9. It is 
always a bit unnerving to enter a new school 
not knowing how the students will feel about 
singing with a bunch of GLBT adults. 

At St. Francis, the most awkward mo- 
ment was when we all crowded onto risers 
with bodies packed in tight. But, then we 
started to sing; young voices mixed with 
older voices and the faces of these young 
people absolutely lit up. We grooved to an 
African song and then One Voice singers 
taught the youth “Bismillah,” an Arabic Suffi 
chant with harmonies that make you shiver. 
There was an audible sigh from the singers 
when it ended. The hour of singing flew by 


and ended with lots of laughter and excite- 
ment about our upcoming joint concert. 

One St Francis GSA student remarked, 
“This was the first time I ever got goose- 
bumps while hearing someone sing!” 

After the rehearsal, One Voice enjoyed 
lunch with 25 members of Gay Straight Alli- 
ance at the high school and the conversations 
and camaraderie continued. Educational mo- 
ments are always just around the corner, and 
this was abundantly clear during lunch when 
one young woman from the GSA asked, “now 
what does ‘heterosexual’ mean?” 

From St. Francis we headed to Duluth for 
an evening Brave Souls & Dreamers concert 
at Plymouth Congregational in collabora- 
tion with Duluth United for All Families, a 
coalition founded on the strong belief in the 
power of marriage for all and that is commit- 
ted to defeating the proposed constitutional 
amendment denying marriage for same-sex 
couples. The excitement in the sold-out 
church was palpable. One of the event vol- 
unteers exclaimed, “We loved your music- 
come back anytime. You can come back for 
a victory concert after we beat this thing!” 

A woman who works as a probation offi- 
cer approached us after the concert shaking 
her head and said, “I almost didn’t come to- 
night because I have had such a hard week. 
Too many sad stories. Your music filled my 
heart and has given me the hope I needed.” 

Said a mom from Moorhead, “I am 78 
years old and I traveled an hour in the dark 
to be here and hear this concert. My son was 
basically asked to leave his church because 
he is gay. I spoke about this at a church 
meeting. Some people told me I was brave. 
I was not brave. I was angry and I will keep 
speaking out and keep supporting my son.” 


How does one nominate a Brave Soul 
& Dreamer? 

We invite you to nominate your Brave 
Soul & Dreamer to appear in a concert slide 
show as well as the One Voice website. This 
could be an individual who has particularly 
inspired you with their words or actions. 
You can name someone in the public eye or 
from your community or family, living or de- 
ceased. Nominations may be submitted on 
the One Voice websites at www.ovmc.org 

Concerts are January 21, 2012, at 7:30 
PM, and January 22, 2012, at 3:30 PM at 
Hopkins High School Auditorium in Min- 
netonka. For more information, visit www. 
ovmc.org. Lavender readers can get a $5 dis- 
count on ticket orders with the voucher code 
“PRIDE”. П 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


MUSIC | ca Huyck 


While the presence of the likes of Nickleback, Chris Brown, Katy 
ج‎ Perry and the cast of Glee made for plenty of painful listening in 2011, 
there were plenty of highlights to keep a music lover in a good mood. 


1. FLEET FOXES Helplessness Blues 


The easiest way to judge whether an album works for 
you or not? How often is it on your turntable/CD play- 
er/mp3 player. Helplessness Blues was, far and away, 
the album I listened to the most through 2011, making 
daily plays - often first thing in the morning - through- 
out the summer and fall. The songs are sublime, smart 
and sport a maturity sadly lacking in the plastic pop 
that sits at the top of the charts. 


2. FUCKED UP David Comes to Life | 3. THE IDLE HANDS Life is Beautiful | 4. ADELE 21 


Punk’s not dead, and isn’t ever going to | Sometimes, small packages have a big | Hey, a hit album makes the charts this 

die as long as acts like Fucked Up are i impact. This local band’s five-song ep | year. Adele showed no signs of a sopho- 

around to continually twist the genre i made for steady listening throughout the | more slump here, showcasing plenty of 

around their collective fingers. David | year, often accompanying me on journeys H ever-maturing material and a gorgeous 

Comes to Life is raucous, raw and loaded | across the Cities. I’m sure the drivers in | voice. More importantly, Adele knows 

with raging energy. | some of the other cars were a bit freaked | how to use the voice to great effect with- 
: out by my singing of “Socialite Death ! out purely showing off, like some kind of 

Squad” and “Uptown Burning.” | anti-Mariah-Carey. 
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5. DOOMTREE No Kings 


All-star super groups often are fraught 


with intrigue and danger — see my “worst 


of’ album below - but the Doomtree со 


lective has such unity in purpose that this 


feels more like the “home” release from 
where all of these talented performers 


branch off onto their solo albums, like the 
Wu Tang Clan, but with a deeper need to 


question the hand we've been dealt. 


7. THE ROOTS Undun 


I'm always a bit wary of putting recently 
released albums on this list, but the latest 


from the Michelle-Bachmann-baiting 
hip-hop collective is a driving, powerful 


release packed with memorable musical 


and lyrical moments. 


10. MY MORNING JACKET Circuital 


We end the top 10 back with some folksy, 
bluesy rocking material, as My Morning 
Jacket retreats a bit from their previous 
sort-of *out there" album for a focused 
collection of tunes that prove there's still 
life in old-style songs. 


6. BATTLES Gloss Drop 


Why do I still love music after decades 
of disappointment? Because you can get 
something like this; an arty, instrumen- 
tal post-rock band creating some of the 
funkiest, fun tunes of the year. 


8. R.E.M. Collapse Into Now 


R.E.M. doesn't go out on top exactly - 
they would have needed to call it quits 
around the time of Document to do that 
— but they do leave the business on their 
own terms, on the back of a string of 
albums that remind longtime fans what 
made the Athens trio indie rock ambas- 
sadors for three decades. 


9. TUNE YARDS Whokill 


I'm not sure what planet this comes from, 


but boy are the skittering rhythms and 
playful tunes a lot of fun. 


Banging on the Top 10's Door: 


THE DECEMBERISTS 
The King is Dead/ 
Long Live the King 


FLORENCE AND THE MACHINE 
Ceremonials 


ST. VINCENT 
Strange Mercy 


WILD FLAG 
Wild Flag 


JAY Z AND KANYE WEST 
Watch the Throne 


AMEBIX 
Sonic Mass 


ATMOSPHERE 
Family Sign 


BON IVER Boz Iver 


LUPE FIASCO 
Lasers 


WYE OAK 
Civilian 


And there is always a yang to the yin: 
Worst Album 


LOU REED AND METALLICA 
Lulu 


Look, both artists are decades 
past their best work, but charging 
folks for a double album of dull 
guitar riffs and meandering Lou 
Reed monologues is close to a 
crime. Maybe it's all an elaborate 
joke, aka Metal Machine Music, 
except Га rather listen to 24 hours 
straight of MMM before ever 
pushing play again on this turkey. 
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2011 Championship. Photos Courtesy of Red Bull 


ERASHERHE 
CATHEDRAL 


2012 CRASHED ICE WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Crashed Ice. Ice cross downhill. Insanity on ice. Ice cross downhill has been referred to as a hybrid high-speed sport that is a com- 
bination of speed skating, boardercross, and downhill skiing. If you’ve been near the Cathedral at any time since Christmas, you may 
have noticed a large track being constructed from just north of the Cathedral and extending all the way over the steps, across John 
Ireland Boulevard, and landing close to 35E. It features a steep 45-degree starting ramp with a kicker that will result in the sport's 
longest-ever jumps. Racing at speeds up to 37 mph, the padded, skate-wearing extreme athletes will take on the quarter-mile track of 
jumps, a bridge, and faster-than-sightseeing views of the Cathedral. All on ice. The rules are simple: With four racers per race, the 
one who crosses the finish line first wins. There will be competitors from 30 countries around the world all working toward a better 
and better score as they skate through the World Championship races that start here in St. Paul but then proceeds to Valkenburg, 
Netherlands, and Aare, Sweden, in February and ends on March 17 in Quebec, Canada. The winner of each competition wins 1,000 
points and competitors all the way down to 100th (0.5 point) can collect points. Whoever finishes the season with the most points will 
be crowned the 2012 Red Bull Crashed Ice World Champion. 

Starting in 2001, ice cross downhill has only had a World Championship competition since 2009. The last time a competition even 
close to this magnitude has occurred in the United States was 2004. St. Paul is proud to be hosting it this year and, as our oddly balmy 
weather has been a surprise to all of us, it’s a good thing that the ice canal has a large coolant system to keep it frozen. 

Be sure to cheer for the Minnesotans in the group. Early in December over 200 athletes tried out at the Xcel Energy Center to 
qualify for the Championship competition showing off their speed and agility with a series of jumps, slides and hairpin turns. The 
fastest 31 competitors from the day advanced to the main event this weekend. 


2012 Crashed Ice World Championship 
St. Paul, MN 
January 12-14 
www.redbullcrashedice.com 
Free to public 
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City of Lakes Loppet 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.cityoflakesloppet.com 

A festival of cross-country ski related activi- 
ties. Between Theodore Wirth Park and Up- 
town, the city will be host to racers, spectators, 
vendors, and artists. A sculpture contest, plenty 
of beer and brats, skijoring, ice-cycling, and 
lovely luminaries make for an amazing week- 
end. Hopefully, Minnesota will do its share and 
provide the perfect weather conditions for this 
famous festival. -» 


photo by sophia hantzes 
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SPECS 


APPEAL 


• Thin Lens 
Specialists 


* Frames and 
Lenses 


* Eye Exams 


e Treatment and 
Management of 
Ocular Disease 


e Dr. James Buchli 
on Staff 


* One-Day 
Emergency 
Service 


$50 OFF ANY 
COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES WITH THIS AD 


844 GRAND AVENUE • (651) 291-5150 
ST PAUL e (JUST EAST OF VICTORIA) 
M-F 10AM-6PM SAT. 10AM-3PM 


RADIO K 


GOT KNOCKED UP 


We're happy to introduce 


100.7 FM 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


11040071045 


RADIO: 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 


utterguard 


ә Eliminates ice dams! 
ә Eliminates icicles! 
@Never clean your gutters again! 

@ Keeps leaves, pine needles and sand out of your gutters! 


Gutterglove IceBreaker gutter protection system thermally radiates heat 
throughout itself and the gutter to melt icicles, ice dams and snow loads! 


The Ultimate Gutter Protection System • www:Gutterglovemidwest-com) • GSI-222-8000) 


David Lozinski, 
Sr. Loan Officer 
NML#300103 
david@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.868.6968 Cell 


Brian Johnston, 
Loan Officer 
NML#362936 
brian@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 


FIRST EQUITY 
MORTGAGE 


“Gay owned and operated” 
UCET HUD, FHA, VA approved. 


Small company feel, er (= 
Big company products. 


|) = E 
s = Р 
4 
7 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


www.femort.com 


(BUT WE'RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


шон jewelry 
, home 
chocolate Ю 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand ring & necklace 
3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park PY Anne Sportun 


952.922.8364 
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photo by sophia hantzes 


7th-annual U.S. Pond Hockey Championships 
Minneapolis, MN 
January 20 - 22, 2012 
www.uspondhockey.com 

Pond Hockey. In Minnesota. We breathe ice, we smile to hear 
the scraping of skates, and it’s all the better when the sun is on our 
faces. The wind might be whipping, but we’re on Lake Nokomis and 
life is good. Coed divisions for competition include Open, Open 40+, 
Open 50+, Rink Rats, Women (not coed), and Boot Hockey. 


Shackleton's Antarctic Adventure showing at Omnifest. 
S z : Photo by Frank Hurley, courtesy of Scott Polar Research Institute 
2012 Saint Paul Winter Carnival d Ч n 


St. Paul, MN 
January 26 - February 5, 2012 
www.winter-carnival.com 
The 126th Annual Saint Paul Winter Carnival promises to pack 
a whole lot into a little time yet again this year. Dogsled racing, Science Museum of Minnesota Omnifest 
geocaching, fashion show, Medallion hunt, coronations, Klondike St. Paul, MN 
Kates, and so much more. If you register as a queer Medallion hunt- Through February 17, 2012 


ing team, let us know. Wed love to keep up with you and post your rr Gei Л 
progress online. Go team! Мс эг: 


Omnifest 2012 brings you five new films show- 


Wells Fargo WinterSkate ing daily in the Science Museum of Minnesota’s 
St. Paul, MN Omnitheater. The films run in daily rotation, giving 
Through February 5, 2012 you the opportunity to see up to five films in one 
www.wellsfargowinterskate.com day. Stay warm and hunker down. Showing this 
Visit Saint Paul, the City of Saint Paul and Wells Fargo invite you to year: Journey Into Amazing Caves, Amazon, Shack- 
experience Wells Fargo WinterSkate, downtown Saint Paul’s free, leton’s Antarctic Adventure, Wolves, and Search for 
outdoor, artificially-chilled ice skating rink in the shadow of Land- the Great Sharks. O 


mark Center. Skating is free and skate rental is $2 per person. Re- 
ceive free skate rental for you and your immediate family by show- 
ing your Wells Fargo check card or credit card. Be sure to check the 
online schedule as there are times for open skate as well as hockey 
times, corporate events, and broomball teams. 
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CLOUTIER & BRAND Lr... 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


IMPORTED VODKA : г 
л, Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 
presents 


| LAVENDER’S Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 


\ =Z Family/Divorce/Custody • Domestic Partnerships 
Xw [- | Р S | SO с, E Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
) Т i ў Wills & Trusts » Bankruptcy 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, February 2 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member Rainbow Families Member 


612.332.5100 
www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


WHERE: 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


253 W. 7th Street 
St. Paul 


FEATURING 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 


HRC Twin Cities D 
Project 515 On 73 pe 2 


OutFront Minnesota 
North Country Bears . / 
All God's Children MCC Mintahoe 


EA CATERING & EVENTS 
! Award-winning catering, event planning 


and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 
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SÉ 


1 LAKE, 9 DAYS OF ARTFUL WIN’ 


SÉ \ \\ 
\ 

The Art Shanties are back! We missed them la but thers gracing Medi- \ 
cine Lake in 2012. Inspired by ice fishing houses, tis Ї 

set up for public tour is as much an embrace of our с 
rebellion against experiencing it conventionally. The san 
cording to Peter Haakon Thompson, Art Shanty Projects 
tion, intrigue, and caprice in an unpredictable environment. With 20 
roving performances, this vibrant laboratory will engage audiences d 
munity space that is part art gallery, part art residency and part social ext 
More links and in-depth explanations are available on the Art Shanty Project website, 
but here is an abridged guide taken from it so you can make your own Shanty Plan. 
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THE NAUGHTY SHANTY 
Sarah Honeywell, Aneesa Adams, Marieka Heinlen, Angela 
Maki-Jones, Mo Honeywell 

This shanty is designed to allure you and spark your curiosity 
from far across the ice. It appears like a warm, red, appari- 
tion of intrigue in the middle of a white tundra. Around the 
exterior of the Naughty Shanty, visitors are invited to interact 
with the structure by peeking into peep-holes that reveal tiny, 
naughty scenes inside. Naughty, not dirty. 


BASKETBALL SHANTY —— 


ekola, 


inter. The basketball 
e court to the ice and 


, Krista Pearson, Stephan Thust, 
glas Saldana 

better and with a few more gadgets. 
about Flintstone technology with the 
push an invitation to all comers four 
sh eight riders, or take a swing with 
п the bowels of the bot. 


DER 


pen 
d e, The Shanty of Wonder only re- 
veals its secrets Орж a strong will and warm mittens. 


REFLECTION SHANTY 
Brian Nigus, Katy Vonk, Jenny Bookler, Eric Frye, Mel Nguyen 
In an effort to produce a beautiful and multi-purpose space for 
contemplation, new ideas and social activities, we bring you 
the Reflection Shanty. 


FORT SHANTY 

Lauren Herzak-Bauman, Megan Wicker, Molly Balcom Ra- 
leigh, Alex Newby, Abigail Merlis, Areca Roe 

The Fort Shanty is a space to build imaginary, intimate places 
not unlike those we made as children. Engage your sense of 
delight and play as you build your own fort using an assort- 
ment of pillows, pulleys, ropes and more. 


ICE-CYCLES SHANTY 

Maryanna Harstad, Janet Groenert, Meg Kosowski, Peter 
Schulze, Lisa Carlson, Eric Hofstad, Kurt Seaberg, Patti Paul- 
son, Mina and Greg Leierwood 

Experience the joy of art, bicycles, winter weather and fash- 
ionable self-expression in a completely new way to help visi- 
tors enjoy winter riding, and educate participants on ways to 
safely take the fun home. bt 
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NORDIC VILLAGE BRIDGE 

Valerie Borey, David Christian, Jens Henrik Selin, Kathryn Selin, 
Allison Spenader, Jeff Gerhardson, Ross Dybvig 

Run by the staff and villagers of Concordia Language Villages and 
using cultural references to bridges and trolls in Nordic story and 
myth, the goal is to challenge visitors' assumptions about what it 
means to bridge cultures in our global community. 


CAMERA HEAD: INVERT YOUR WORLD 

Andy Mattern, Joe Kaercher, Mark Kritz, Brady McClaran 

Inspired by the history of photography, the Camera Head shanty 
is a mobile laboratory where visitors will have the opportunity to 
check out a head-mounted camera obscura. 


SASHAY SHANTAY 
Danielle Everine, Carly Schoen, Rachel Baumann, Lela T Bau- 


Rosenblum, Hannah _ Rivenbur, 
e, Peter Valelly, Jacque Kutvirt 
ol Hill appears on the ice as a monument to the absurdities 


ISTERS UNDER THE BED SHANTY 

l Bendtsen, Matt Mackall, Cali Mastny, Caly McMorrow, Aar- 
rust, Scott Raleigh, Cole Sarar 

sters Under the Bed Shanty is a fantastic getaway under a gi- 
ed with all the creature comforts. Visitors of every age can 
alize and relax in a friendly m environment. 


DIO ADVENTURE SHANTY 


Projects the RE Ee to experience rene EM more richly by ` 


taking a narrated tour. Headphones are available for checkout to 
take scheduled tours leaving at set times throughout the day. 


30 STAR SHANTY 

Jen Goepfert, Andrew Arlt, VOA SALT High School Students 
Minnesota became a territory in 1849 - when the flag would have 
had 30 stars on it. This shanty is all about trying to recreate the life 
and times of 1849 - 1858. 


SITANDSPINSHANTY 

Tory Roff, Bridget Beck, Erick Briden, Warren Samuel, Dan Isaacs 
This winter, we want to engage visitors to Medicine Lake in the 
most universal form of interpersonal interaction... play. We are 
making a giant sit-and-spin shanty reminiscent of one of our favor- 
ite childhood toys. 


ACTUALLY I'VE BEEN PIONEERING NEW ENTHUSIASMS 
Molly Reichert, John Kim, John Moore, Daniel Dean, Emily Stover 
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Actually, I've Been Pioneer New Enthusiasms is an art shanty that 
will be built from a salvaged Avion travel trailer. It will house para- 
metrically designed interior spaces that form multiple organic and 
body-friendly surfaces on which people can rest, warm themselves 
and relax...sauna included. Bring your suit and towel. 


SOLAR ARK SHANTY 

Aaron Marx, Aaron Squadroni, John Tapp, Mike Vanvleet, Dan 
Yudchitz, Allison Fritz-Salaman, James Howarth, Matthew Finn, 
Derek Peterson, Patrick Smith 

Two fundamental elements that shape people's experience on a 
lake during a Minnesota winter are ice and sunlight. The Solar Ark 
Shanty is a vessel for encountering the sun that will provide oppor- 
tunities for people to alter the sun's relationship to the frozen lake. 


Anthony Warnick, Katinka Galanos, Patricia He 
Derek Ernster 1 
Building on the traditions of the rural one-room schoolhouses dur- 
ing the late 19th and early 20th centuries, we re-claim this mode of 
all-inclusive, non-hierarchical learning. 


DANCE SHANTY 


WIR Gramm; Joel es Mike Ке Rasmussen, John E. Each, Jon Pedersen, Mike Hoolihan 


'The Dance Shanty is a | public space GE ей ‘on а frozen lake =k 
where the boundaries between artist and observer are pushed, 
blurred, flipped, popped and locked in the pursuit of positive per- 
sonal and communal transformation. 


LETTERPRESS SHANTY 

MC Hyland, Jeff Peterson, Jonathon Peterson, Sarah Fox, Sara Parr 
Bringing you the latest in shanty news, opinion and wild exagger- 
ations-hot off the presses every day-the Letterpress Shanty is 
home to the Art Shanty Projects! communally authored newspa- 
per, The Shantyquarian. 


"m í 
NK у 


THE BOARD SHANTY - 
ASP Board Of Directors and Staff 


THE WELCOME SHANTY 
Paula Engelking and the SciGirls (Grace, Greta, Nikita, and 
Sukhmani) 


THE SOCIAL SHANTY 


Lucas Koski 


2012 Art Shanty Projects 

Medicine Lake, Plymouth MN 

Saturdays and Sundays (10am-5pm) 

January 14-February 5 (including MLK Day) 
www.ArtShantyProjects.org 

No driving on ice, no dogs, no alcohol in park. Please dress 
warmly. 


8 ҮР, 


i ТА ФИГ ЕГЕР + e 


We lecatiens 
i2 M you! 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 
3-6pm Ee 9pm-1am 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 


Downtown St. Paul Skyway 651 -628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm ? 
Юу $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 7 А New Brighton 651-636-3434 
МО? 87 Sya f Rogers 763-515-6065 
**Not applicable during Excel Energy Center events ED. ч. 
WK e © Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
Gose tio the Xel mneny Canter & Tne Guduen | e 
22 Wet Ta EE 6512225100, | www.spectacleshoppe.biz 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


park 
tavern 


simpLy Beyond the ordinary.™ 


Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 
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SLICE | Joy Summers 


Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 
Twin Cities Live 


Wwe Trends for 2012 ff 
790 Grand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
Ч 


651.602.0144 
www.goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 


While most people have been hanging up new calendars and sweep- 
ing up the end of the pine needles, I’ve been hounding our favorite chefs 
and mixologists to find out just what they have on tap for the coming 
year. Much of what I’m hearing (and tasting) is still in the works, so 
while we can’t quite report everything, there are a couple of emerging 
$3 Happy Hour snacks, beer & wine trends. Га like to present you with an amuse-bouche before a very big 

2pm - 5pm Monday thru Saturday year of restaurant coverage is delivered. Please keep your hungry eyes 
trained to this spot in weeks to come. We have much more up our gravy- 
stained sleeves. 


iartzea as Luni 


Dan Oskey’s adorable mug has been all over the local press lately. 
First he worked with Joia Soda to assist in creating their delicious 
all-natural drinks, then he moved on to creating make-your-own- 
bitters sets that are currently being sold exclusively at the 
Wine Market in Mendota. Up next are more flavors of Joia. 
The company is offering their Twitter and Facebook follow- 
ers a chance to act as a focus group. Meanwhile, Oskey still 
keeps up his other job, behind the bar of the Strip Club Meat 
& Fish most days of the week. 

There is also Nick Kosevich and Ira Kaplowitz, the brains 
and brawn behind Bittercube, a line of exquisitely flavored 
bitters that elevate any drink, booze, bubbles or even a soda 
into an elegant stratosphere. Now, they, along with the enig- 
matic Jesse Held (formerly of the Inn and just leaving Marvel 
Bar) will run the bar program at the upcoming Eat Street So- 
cial. We expect to sip on liquors so superb we never dreamed 
of their existence along-side creative re-workings of prohibition 
style classics. This is a bartending Dream Team. 
GOURMET All are also members of the Northstar Bartender Guild, an 
affiliation of the top drink slingers in town that were last all 
seen together in the book compiled by Johnny Michaels 
(of La Belle Vie). On January 8th, the guild hosted 
an after New Үеаг5 Eve bash full of other bur- 
geoning bar superstars. It’s no longer enough 
that a hip eatery sports a known name head- 


: ing up a kitchen, they’ll now need to rely 
Excelsior & Grand : : 
on this collection of crazy talent to craft 
3840 Grand Way a drink menu as nuanced and exciting 


Saint Louis Park 


as the food. 
Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 
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ratte d barn 


1300 LAGOON AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 


WWW.KINSENNOODLES.COM 


DELIVE El 
LIV U! 


11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 


2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


Check out our 


Weekday Specials 
Jakeenos.com 
Lunch & Dinner 


FRESH ROASTED 
IN MINNEAPOLIS, 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


FOOD CO-OPS: 
FORTY YEARS OF FEEDING THE LOVE BETWEEN 
FARMERS AND EATERS. 


St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 

Nepal Himalaya Organic 

Jim's 5 Star French Roast 

Jamaica Blue Mountain Pure And more... 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY 


2730 WEST 43rd ST. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
& 
27 БИШ, ОР AMERICA Соо 
lw 2000 NE COURT @Ametlca 
à v. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 APPROVED 


FOR PEOPLE 


~ Mail Order 1-800-2-finest~ | AND PLANET 
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Continued О уге йб угу" 
Nose-to -Sut Cuinne 


It might be the generous winter-wear we’re swathed in, but 

it does seem to be that while many cry out for plant-based di- 
ets, those leading the charge are thundering, “More meat for the 
meat eaters!” One of the first new restaurants out of the gate 

[n] [n] will be Jack Riebel's (formerly of the Dakota) Butcher & the 
Boar. Meat and bourbon! Toss in a stogie and throw something 


E dead on the floor — we are Westerners that have conquered the 
[E] world! What makes this such an interesting new spot is that the 
н sausages that they’re making аге really delicately flavored and 


although familiar tasting, unlike anything else currently being 
made. While we should eat more plants, we also must be mindful 
of the animals that we do consume. 

Also, anyone asserting that the charcuterie trend is dead is 
clearly not watching Mike Phillips. Since his days at Craftsman, 
he’s been curing meats, learning the delicate, ancient art. In that 
time, his skills have been finely honed. The pork rillettes are 
lusciously soft, packed with jiggly fat and full of flavor. Speaking 
of fat - oh, ho ho - he's also doing lard. Yes, subtly seasoned, 
carefully adorned with bits of herb lard for spreading on crack- 
ers. It is gasp inducing, decadent and divine. These are bits of 
animal to appreciate. While his items are currently only available 
for private parties at the Liffey, Local, Kieran’s and Cooper, word 
has it that some items will soon be available for retail sale. 

With that whole animal appreciation comes a desire to do 
such things ourselves. Nothing impresses a dinner party like a 
slice of your own duck procuitto. While books (see Primal Cuts 
by Melissa Guggiana) can help the curious home curer, there are 
a couple of retail spots selling the harder to find bits. Clancey’s 


LATE N | 0 HT : can get you a suckling pig or a fat hunk of unprocessed belly, 
H APPY H 0 U R | easy. Heartland Farm Direct Market for those on the East Side 


has a Duroc pork bacon that cooks up like belly and tubs of lard, 
9pm to Close DAILY duck fat, goat procuitto — all kinds of crazy goodies. Watch their 
cold cases to see what other cured delights. 


277222 97727522 


For a time it seemed you couldn’t turn around without doing 
a face plant into some cutesy, frosted confection. The diminutive 
cakes’ moment has finally past. Although it was a little tardy in 
$5 MARGARITA shaping up, 2011 was all about the Twin Cities donut scene. 
$6 MARTINI With Yo Yo donuts in Minnetonka proving that, yes, that do- 
$7 PIZZA nut can do you one better than a side of bacon - how about a 

ic topping of bacon? How a like them long johns? 

Then along came Mojo Monkey and they blew the expecta- 
tion of what a simple cake donut can be right off the map. Mixing 
such unconventional ingredients into the batter such as parsnips 
(that means it's healthy, right?) Owner Lisa Clark coaxes sweet 
justto the edge of savory and then back again, constantly making 
and frying orders fresh. So, while yes, they may occasionally be 
out of some flavors, you will never be served a sodden, greasy 


& B AR disk of disappointment. 
— Then, in December, the long anticipated Donut Cooperative 


WWW.LORINGKITCHEN.COM * [612] 843 одоо * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


$2 GELATO 
$3 TAP BEER 
$4 HOUSE WINE 
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finally hit the ground running. From 
the creative flavor combinations to the 
availability of gluten-free and vegan of 
ferings, they hit their Seward neighbor- 
hood's cravings right in the sweet spot. 
Adding more member-owners all the 
time, they really are a co-op in the best 
possible sense, a collection of people who 
love their craft and that is a kind of pas- 
sion that seeps into every bite. 

But we're not talking about donuts! 
So last year! Looking ahead, I’m predict- 
ing this will be the year of ice cream. It’s 
too soon to be able to dare speak their 
names, but already I know of two bur- 
geoning businesses that are churning 
out some of the richest, most creatively 
flavored ice cream I’ve ever encoun- 
tered. Imagine a tangy, creamy base 
with grassy hints of a young goat cheese, 
spiked with impossibly crispy, salty pita 
chips, swirled with sun drenched sugar 
dates. Too odd? How about a Manhattan? 
Rich, smooth bourbon based cream with 
home-made pickled cherries as spritely 
as Katie Perry on a pack of pixie sticks, 
smooth as a Don Draper come-on. Hope- 
fully, we'll soon be able to purchase such 
things. Until then, we watch anxiously as 
established ice cream darling Izzy's be- 
gins to build a new base of operations in 
Minneapolis. They will keep their retail 
space in the original Saint Paul location, 
but will expand to be able to make more 
ice cream, much, much more. 

It's going to be a very full year. 


Wine bar f cake 


d 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 


roast|~ 
( 


1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


612.333.4305 

415 М. 1ST ST. - MINNEAPOLIS 
Hours: TU-TH & SUN. 5-1 1PM 
FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT 


| 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
wilderoastcafe.com | 
Follow us on Facebook! facebook.com/wilderoastcafe o 


2 


One of a kind and critically acclaimed 
Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 - www.marlascuisine.com 


Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


ack Edwards 


A Towering Figure in 
Costume Design 


IN TWIN CITIES theater history, Jack Edwards could be called the “Dean of Costume Design” and a major 
figure in American regional theater history. Before he began his 18 year tenure as the Guthrie Theater’s Costume 
Director (1971-1989), he worked as the right hand man alongside some of New York’s significant 1960s costume 
designers and earned praise for his own design for What Did We Do Wrong? at the Helen Hayes Theater (1967). In 
the '60s Edwards also worked on such New York productions as To Clothe the Naked, Tony-winner Applause with 
Lauren Bacall, and the national tour of the iconic, lesbian-themed The Killing of Sister George. Edwards was also 
closely associated with such fashion luminaries as William J. Cunningham and Ray Diffen. 

After leaving the Guthrie in 1989, Edwards began 12 years as costume designer for the 8th Floor Christmas 
Fantasy Lands. For this he is probably as beloved as he was for his years of gorgeous Guthrie designs. One often 
hears how the 8th Floor shows are no longer the beguiling things they were back when Edwards created them. 

In 1990 Edwards designed the Pre-Game Super Bowl Show with Jack Barkla for musician Dan Witkowski, and 
in 1993, costumes for Prince's Ulysses tour. Not to mention designs for the Holidazzle Parade, Ordway, Children's 
Theatre, and Minnesota Dance Theatre. 

The 77-year old's work can now be observed and celebrated in Character in Costume: A Jack Edwards Retro- 
spective at St. Paul's U of M campus at the Goldstein Museum of Design. I spoke with the costume legend at his 


lovely home in St. Paul recently. 


JT: You are admired for a number of reasons, but in the 
GLBT community I see two primary reasons for that: One, 
your decade on Broadway and at the Guthrie in its formative 
years and beyond, and two, you have been out as a gay man 
since well before Stonewall. 

JE: I used to collect boyfriends around the world. I never did very 
well in America, but God, put me in another country and I was, well, 
anyway... 


JT: Can you share an early memory of what it was like to be 
gay? The difference between then and now? 

JE: Night and day. Nobody even mentioned it. And there were cer- 
tain people who didn't think it existed. In second grade all the boys 
were playing 'pinch the peter'. The boys were all kept after school 
except for me and Charles, a beautiful Botticelli boy. We didn't play 


the game at all. On the way home I felt very guilty because I knew 
they were just playing and I knew I wanted to pinch the peter. 


JT: I wonder what Genet would have thought of that! One 
of your earliest costume assistant jobs was the American pre- 
miere of a play by perhaps the 20th century's most controver- 
sial openly gay playwright, Jean Genet. The Blacks in 1961. A 
huge hit (with Cicely Tyson, Maya Angelou, Charles Gordone, 
Louis Gossett, Jr., James Earl Jones, and Roscoe Lee Brown). 

JE: It was one of the Off Broadway shows with no money. We had 
a little room above the theater that we made clothes in. Each of us 
(costume assistants) had only one dress. Pat Zipprodt was a brilliant 
designer. She was so brainy that she had two Phi Beta Kappa keys 
that she wore as earrings. She was very serious and very intellectual 
and just wonderful. When she did 1776- 
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JT: The one that beat out Hair for the Best Mu- 
sical Tony? 

JE: Hair blew the hell out of Broadway theater but 
it didn’t replace it. It was an individual, which is fine. 
And of the day. It was wonderful. And strangely, I knew 
Gerome Ragni (Hair’s co-creator), because he was one 
of the spear carriers in Richard Burton’s Hamlet. 


JT: In which you were- 

JE: Assistant designer to Jane Greenwood. The 
producer said they’re going to be in rehearsal so they 
don’t need costumes designed. The concept of the 
production was that it was set in a rehearsal. So I said, 
so why don’t you try asking everybody to wear what 
they would wear to a rehearsal and let them make their 
own choice? Well, Richard, of course, was all in black. 
Gerome Ragni came in a red ski sweater and white 
jeans. Well now, who did you watch? And he (the pro- 
ducer) decided well, maybe we did need a costume de- 
signer. So Jane and I, actually did with our own hands 
the players’ costumes, up in Toronto. 


JT: That’s the player King and Queen in Ham- 
let's play within a play. 

JE: Yes. And I was only supposed to stay through 
Toronto. Then when he said “I would like you to stay 
on through the Broadway run.", it killed me because I 
had already committed myself to the Santa Fe Opera. 


JT: You came to Minneapolis in 1971 when 
Michael Langham had taken the reins as the 
Guthrie's Artistic Director and was still shaping 
the theater's identity in the way Sir Tyrone Guth- 
rie had envisioned. 

JE: I came to Minneapolis with what I called my sur- 


Photo Courtesy of Jack Edwards 
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vival kit. I had a hand made quilt. I had silver candlesticks and my 
flatware and a couple of pillows. That made my life. I moved into the 
Oak Grove and designed A Touch of the Poet; not much scope but it 
put my foot in the door. And that was it for me. And at the end of the 
season I went back to New York. 

Then I was at Joe Allen’s (Restaurant) one night and Len Cariou 
was there and said, you know, it’s really a shame you won't go back 
to Minneapolis. I said I never said I wouldn't go back. I said I wouldn't 
go back under the situation the way it is. Everybody gets $60 a week 
and they work every waking hour. I said the theater is parasitic. It 
takes advantage of the people who make it possible for it to exist. 
And I refuse to be part of that! So I told them I wouldn't come back 
till they paid the (costume) workroom an hourly wage. They said, oh 
well, we can't afford it. I said yes you can. Take the same amount of 
money that you do now and break it up by hours and then pay them 
accordingly and then when they're through with those hours, they 
go home. Oh well, we'll never get the work done. I said, well in that 
case, you don't deserve to have it done. I hate people who take ad- 
vantage of artists! I just hate it! So they finally agreed and they came 


back. I wasn't making a great deal of money but I was making that 
amount every week, so it meant I could plan. 

JT: You've mentioned the struggles of dancers you saw in 
your New York years. 

JE: Out of the 10 years that I worked on Broadway, there were 
only two dancers who appeared in two shows. All of the others were 
always new and they were all wonderful. Think of the glut of so many 
dancers. It was awful to live in New York. You had to have seven room 
mates. 


JT: Tell me about some of your designs after you did return 
to the Guthrie. 

JE: With Rhinoceros (1986-87 season) I felt my color palette was 
very delicate and it was surprising because people came up to me 
and said how much they liked the color palette. I never even thought 
they'd see it! But you do your work for yourself and for those few 
people who do understand. In Pantagleize (1977-78 season) -I won't 
be able to remember them all now- but I used a lot of second and 
third rung painters as my background in my research. A woman 
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came up to me after the opening night and she said, other than Enzor 
-and she started rattling off five of them- were all the ones that I used! 
She asked did you use anything else? I was speechless! I thought, but 
I’m glad you came - would you come back every night? 


JT: Don't you think that even for the untutored eye, a good 
design is still going to register? 

JE: As I say, if it's right, the untutored eye knows its right. If 
there's something wrong even the untutored eye -they're not going 
to know what's wrong or why- but they're going to realize there's 
something out of kilter. And I think most of the creativity is not in the 
design but in the construction. That's where you make a statement. 


JT: You began your time as Costume Director in 1971 
when Michael Langham, who is thought by many to have really 
shaped the Guthrie's identity was very much in touch with Sir 
Tyrone Guthrie's vision of what the theater could be. But then 
at the end of the "70s, Langham left. Alvin Epstein came in 
for a few years as a kind of interim figure. Then in 1980 Liviu 
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Ciulei took the Artistic Director reins. Unlike Guthrie and 
Langham, he and his Artistic Associate, Garland Wright, who 
would eventually succeed him, were concept-driven. Guthrie 
and Langham, were basically text-driven. 

JE: When Liviu took over the theater he called me down for a 
meeting. I went in and he said, well Jack, I’ve seen a lot of things 
that you have designed but I don’t see a Jack Edwards stamp. And 
I said thank you. I knew that’s not what he meant. And he looked at 
me and I said, this is not about me. This is about the playwright and 
the play. 


Character in Costume: A Jack Edwards Retrospective 
Goldstein Museum of Design 

241 McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford Av., 

U of M St. Paul Campus 

(612) 624-7434 

<goldstein.design.umn.edu> 
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James Sewell Ballet's Social Movements. Photo by Eric Saulitis 


)----9» Cat ona Hot Tin Roof — The 1955 Pulitzer Prize-winner is as forthright 
in its gay themes as just about anything Tennessee Williams ever wrote. In Cat ona 
Hot Tin Roof, those themes center around Skipper, who is actually not a character in 
the play itself but rather, the dead football buddy of Brick Pollitt, the main character. 
Brick is drinking himself into oblivion because he cannot come to terms with Skip- 
per's death. This, in turn, creates misery for Brick’s wife Maggie, nicknamed Maggie 
the Cat. 

Carla Steen, the dramaturg for the Guthrie revival, says, “One of the ways | keep 
hearing Brick (Peter Christian Hansen) described, is that he’s an idealist. He ideal- 
ized his relationship with Skipper and is now dealing -or rather, actively not deal- 
ing- with the reality of the relationship. Brick’s sexual orientation may add layers of 
understanding to whatever that relationship was, but the play doesn’t clearly tell us 
what Brick’s orientation is. He may be gay, he may be straight. He does appear to be 
deeply homophobic either way. Maggie (Emily Swallow) appears certain that Skipper 
was gay -as does Williams in some of his commentary- and had fallen in love with 
Brick. Brick seems more reluctant to acknowledge that clearly. At one point he tells 
his father, Big Daddy (David Anthony Brinkley) that ‘poor dumb Skipper’ just believed 
that what Maggie said about his feelings for Brick were true - and that it broke him. 
But at that point, Brick may also still be hiding his own deeper self-loathing for hav- 
ing turned his back on Skipper, so it may be said out of denial and guilt. But given 
how quickly Skipper falls apart through drink, it's hard to argue that Skipper wasn't 
tormented by his love for Brick." 

Hansen shares, "Brick has never really come to grips with how Skipper felt about 
him or what their closeness meant. He is forced to re-examine what their whole 
relationship may have been about and he violently doesn't want to do that. He instead 
shifts the blame to Maggie for her part in the whole thing and takes refuge behind 
his liquor. And well, the rest, is the play." 

Swallow relates, "Maggie noticed, even back in college, a special bond between Brick 
and Skipper. But college is a place for boys to be boys, and for boys to spend most 

of their time with other rowdy boys. It seemed natural- they were teammates, after 


all- and let's not forget that Maggie herself was 
included in that exuberant camaraderie. She was 
the team's biggest cheerleader. And | think the 
three of them functioned as a unit in many ways. 
But college ends, and when it does, it presents a 
reality that suddenly seems a lot more harsh and 
has less room for dreaming." 

Swallow adds, "Outside the safe confines of 

the university walls, Skipper and Brick's bond 
became threatening to Maggie; someone in a trio 
usually winds up feeling like a third wheel, and 
she was determined that it not be her. Skipper's 
devotion to her husband was a threat to her own 
intimacy with Brick and she refused to ignore it. 
Since they met, there has been no room in her 
thinking to imagine a future without Brick. So she 
went to Skipper to confront it." 

Swallow says that after Skipper's death, Maggie 
refuses to let her life with Brick "be haunted by 

a ghost. As she says herself "Life has got to be 
allowed to continue even after the dream of life is 
all over." She is Brick's reality and is determined 
to make him see that her love can be strong 
enough for both of them." 

Another extraordinary layer in this Williams 
masterwork, is that the family estate, run by Big 
Daddy, had belonged to a gay couple, Jack Straw 
and Peter Ochello. Brinkley observes that "At 
one point in the play, Big Daddy confesses to his 
son, Brick, that he had 'knocked around' in his 
time. Before the tender age of ten, Big Daddy 
Pollitt had bummed the country, sleeping in 
hobo jungles, railroad YMCAs, and flop houses 

in many cities. He ended up falling asleep in a 
wagon load of cotton, half a mile down the road 
from the plantation of Jack Straw and Peter 
Ochello. They found him, took him in and gave 
him a job - essentially saving him. They gave him 
his purpose in life and his gratitude for their care 
was immeasurable. He taught them that "one 
thing you can grow on a big place more important 
than cotton - is tolerance." He never forgot that. 
Or them. Through Feb. 26 «Guthrie Theater, 

818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. • (612) 377-2224 e www. 
guthrietheater.org 


Hetero at the Raucus Caucus II: Box 
Wine's 2nd Annual 10 Minute Political Play 
Festival — What if it were “unnatural” to be 
heterosexual instead of homosexual? Director 
Ben Layne says that playwright Greg Abbott 
"takes that idea and fully fleshes it out, while kind 
of turning it on its head, while mothers latch onto 
Bible passages, cite stereotypes that all hetero- 
sexual men are promiscuous cowboys, and even 
question their ability to keep a steady job and a 
home. A frank conversation flows around preju- 
dice, love, and understanding." Through Jan 26 
* www.boxwinetheatre.com 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Independence — Kess, a lesbian litera- 
ture professor who returns to her hometown 
of Independence, lowa from Minneapolis, 
is a major character in Lee Blessing's play. 
Actress Rachel Flynn relates, "The last time 
Kess was at home, four years ago, she had to 
do the dirty work of committing her mother to 
the Mental Health Institute for three months, 
and dealing with her youngest daughter's teen 
pregnancy. She hasn't called or written much 
since and there is a lot of anger and hurt from 
all sides needing to be healed. Independence 
offered little or no opportunity for Kess to 
be open about her sexuality when she was 
growing up but her mom isn't ready, willing, 
or able to hear it. Most of Kess's focus in the 
play involves being the eldest child, resum- 
ing her role as the one her mother relied on 
-because her father wasn't in the picture very 
consistently- reconnecting with her younger 
sisters, and trying to find the balance of meet- 
ing family obligations without losing all of what 
she's worked so hard to establish during her 
time spent outside Independence: a career, 

a healthy relationship, a home, an identity, a 
life." Through Jan. 29 e Theatre іп the Round, 
245 Cedar Ave., Mpls. • (612) 333-3010 e www. 
theatreintheround.org 


Out There 2012: Global Visionaries — 
When Walker's Out There series for edgy 
performance art was on a roll in the 1990s, the 
focus was on gender, racial, and sexual iden- 
tity. However, at the same time, in Washington, 
President Clinton and House Speaker Gingrich 
were ushering in controversial foreign trade 
agreements in the name of 'The Global 
Economy', which have consequently, if not 
cryptically, laid the groundwork for today's Out 
There focus. This year's series, titled Global 
Visionaries, examines the consequences of 
what Clinton and Gingrich birthed a generation 
ago. Job displacement, economic collapse, 
and stress of daily life take center stage as 
they comment on a planet whose cultures of 
fear and widening economic divisions have 
reshaped how we see ourselves. 

Beirut's Rabih Mroue has been hailed for 

his skeptical take on current day issues with 
Looking For A Missing Employee (through Jan. 
14). From Japan, Hot Pepper, Air Conditioner, 
and the Farewell Speech (Jan. 19-21), exam- 
ines the global economy's use of language 
and how stress affects contemporary men 
and women. Argentina's economic collapse is 
the subject of showman Mariano Pensotti's El 
Pasado es un Animal Grotesco (The Past is a 
Grotesque Animal) (Jan.26-28). Through Jan 
28 • Walker Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Ave., 
Mpls. • (612) 375-7600 e www.walkerart.org 


A Zed and Two Noughts. Photo Courtesy of Zeitgeist Films 


Pariah — Filmmaker Dee Rees has created a landmark work that reveals the anguish of a 
black teenaged lesbian. And this is Rees' debut feature! In a soul-baring lead performance, Adepero 
Oduye plays Alike, a high school student who is already demonstrating the discipline necessary to 
become a serious writer and who is also struggling with how she might explore her butch lesbian 
identity. 

Though Alike's home life is in emotional turmoil, it is still economically sound, unlike her best 
friend, Laura (the splendidly tough Pernell Walker), whose living situation is in dreadful disarray. 
Alike's controlling mother (an astonishing Kim Wayans) projects her rage toward her husband's 
infidelity onto Alike, whose butch 'unladylike' ways bring out Audrey's worst. Wayans's supporting 
turn is Oscar caliber. 

One scene that simply unnerves is when a 'friend' of Alike's policeman father, Arthur (a char- 
ismatic Charles Parnell), expresses disgustingly brazen lesbophobia toward her. It's tectonically 
steeped in the sexist notion that women should fit specific gender roles. (Yes, the film is set in 
current day. And yes, sexism and homophobia are issues that black communities actively grapple 
with, though neocon media gives the false impression that there's total alliance between racial 
and sexual minorities simply because they may tend to vote for the same political candidates.) In 
contrast, a seeming friend, a female, Bina (Aasha Davis), delivers Alike a wicked emotional blow 
that is actually more damaging than what the sexist delivers. Bradford Young's bravely intimate cin- 
ematography takes us into the psyches of the characters and is light years superior to the garishly 
adolescent cinematography any number of Hollywood action flicks, whose intention, or design, if 
you will, is, of course, to make us fear intimacy and dialogue. Way to go Bradford Young! currently 
screening e Uptown Theater, 2906 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. * (612) 392-0402 ewww. 
landmarktheatres.com 


Miracle at 824 Hennepin Avenue or Skyway to the Manger Zone — The new Brave New Work- 
shop is in the space that was once called Hey City Stage and after that, Hennepin Stages. Vibrant 
blues and reds enhance the walls - a perfect choice for a comedy theater. And two bars, one 
upstairs and one down, will keep you well oiled. 

The BNW actor regulars are clearly having fun with this holiday show, which despite its Christ- 
mas title, will run till late January. Katy McEwen's vocals demonstrate stylistic range with a nod 
to what sounds like Stephen Sondheim and a fun rip-off of the Russian folk '60s hit, Those Were 
The Days that was popularized, if not immortalized, by Mary Hopkin. The show's funniest bit is 
when Josh Eakright cuddles up into a ‘Crap Sack’, a body suit where you can sleep, defecate, and 
even be conveniently bundled up for your coffin when you pass away. Through Jan. 28 e Brave 
New Workshop, 824 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. • (612) 332-6620 ewww.bravenewworkshop.com 
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SUGAR & SPICE | Justin Jones 


Icy Ambition 


SNOWY STREETS. Icy sidewalks. After midnight. Freezing cold 
and no one in sight. The street lamps alone send chills through pass- 
ersby. They seem so cold-narrow and metal, bone-chilling to the eye. 

Bundled up though we are, the cold finds its way in. Up our pant 
legs and through our coat sleeves. The sting somehow finds its way 
past our tightly bound scarves, down our chests and over our backs. 

“What's the point in wearing any clothes at all? This is ridiculous,” 
a friend poses sarcastic and muffled, his mouth buried in his scarf. 

“Please keep your clothes on. No one wants to see that,” I reply. 
We laugh. 

We left the bar drunk, stumbling almost. The cold fixed that. Now 
a contingency of under, albeit well-dressed, friends walk eerily quiet 
to an after party. What a wonderful thing downtown is-everything 
close enough in the summer to walk to, and not far enough away in 
the winter to abstain from. 

Now's the time we wish we'd brought hats. Our ears flush in an- 
ger over our stupidity:“Was your hairstyle really that important? “, 


they snap. 

Halfway there and this is the moment we remember that snow 
is beautiful only at a distance. On postcards or in Christmas mov- 
ies. Snow shouldn’t actually exist, one decides in its company. Unless 
you're a kid. Or a rookie. First winter in the Twin Cities? Yeah, it’s 
cute for about five minutes. 

“Ahhhh!” a cry rings out from behind. I turn to see опе of my 
friends sitting on the ice, the latest victim of winter gravity. Everyone 
stops and turns to look, but we hesitate to help him to his feet. Such 
a gutsy move begs the ice to knock your feet from under you as well. 
We all wait for someone else to offer a hand. What polite people we 
become in the winter. 

Once he's back on his feet, we continue our trek. We pass dark 
shops and restaurants. We see lonely sidewalk cafes, months away 
from their summer glory. And we remain quiet. Waiting for a shout 
from the next man down, maybe. Focused on staying warm and mak- 
ing it inside, sure. Knowing it's worth every moment, definitely. 


animal humane society 


MAPLEWOOD 
651-766-9770 
EDEN PRAIRIE 
952-941-5586 


LAKEVILLE 
952-985-5855 
BURNSVILLE 
952-898-1636 


RICHFIELD 
612-866-0016 
BLOOMINGTON 
952-767-3399 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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Coon Rapids 
Golden Valley 


(LaMettry's ) 


Premier Collision Shops 


Haven't 
filed your 
taxes 

in a few 
years? 


Buffalo 


St. Paul 


Mike Simon can help you catch up. 


Woodbury 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 
(763) 522-4325 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
mikes@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl • Lee Zurek • Dick Miller 


Mike Cassidy - Mike Simon 
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INTERVIEW | 


Against the Amendment: A Conversation 
with Richard Carlbom 


Richard Carlbom is the Campaign Man- 
ager for Minnesotans United for All Families 
- the umbrella organization working to de- 
feat the anti-marriage amendment in Novem- 
ber 2012. He joined the campaign in Septem- 
ber of 2011 after serving as Communications 
Director for St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman 
and prior to that as Campaign Manger for 
Congressman Tim Walz re-election in 2010. 
You can follow the campaign on Twitter @ 
MN4allfamilies or him @richardcarlbom. 


Lavender Magazine: Can you give 
our readers a little background on the 
amendment? 

Richard Carlbom: At the close of the leg- 
islative session in May 2011 a vote was taken 
to propose the question of defining marriage 
as between one man and one woman before 
the voters of Minnesota. Within hours of that 
vote, OutFront MN and Project 515 formed 
Minnesotans United for All Families. Quick- 
ly that coalition grew to include national or- 
ganizations like HRC, The Task Force and 
Freedom to Marry, along with local business 
and community leaders. Our broad coalition 
is united on one goal: make Minnesota the 
first state to reject an amendment like this. 


LM: Will you talk more about the co- 
alition committed to voting no? 

RC: Our coalition of two in May has 
grown to over 120 today. We are supported 
by members of every political party in Min- 
nesota, communities of faith from all de- 
nominations, business leaders, community 
leaders, elected officials and more. It is an 
amazing team that may disagree on other is- 
sues, but when it comes to marriage, believe 
the love gay and lesbian couples share is just 
as important as a straight couples’. 


LM: Why is this amendment impor- 


Photo by Gia Vitali 


tant for Minnesota? 

RC: As a Minnesotan, I want to be able to 
say after November 2012 that Minnesota is 
the kind of place that welcomes all people, all 
families. We’re the kind of people that think 
about our neighbors and coworkers, friends 
and family and treat them how we would 
want to be treated. This amendment does 
just the opposite. It will permanently write 
discrimination into our constitution. And, 
that’s just not who we are as Minnesotans. 

When we win, we will have improved the 
lives of every Minnesotan. And we will send 
a resounding message to those who hope 
to place these divisive amendments up for a 
vote that the days of successfully driving a 
wedge into communities around the country 
are coming to an end. 

Many in our coalition have said they want 
to be on the “right side of history”. Voting 
No will put you there. 

Personally, it’s important to me because I 
want to marry my partner of 4 years, Justin. 
Marriage says love like no other word can, 
and we want to share that with our friends, 
family and frankly, our state - and have them 
all hold us accountable to the commitment 
we make to one another. 


LM: You were the mayor of St. Jo- 
seph, Minnesota. Can you tell our read- 


ers about your time as mayor and the 
lessons learned that have shaped you? 

RC: Being elected mayor twice in my 
hometown was a great honor and provided 
me with a deep sense of responsibility. I am 
a political organizer because it gives me 
a chance to improve lives. I want to wake 
up, every morning, motivated that the work 
before me is work that will improve at least 
one life that someone else is living. As we 
continue this important campaign, I want to 
be a part of a collective effort to improve the 
lives of all Minnesotans. 


LM: Campaigns can be pretty in- 
tense, with long hours, high stress and 
demanding expectations. How do you 
and your team manage that? 

RC: We know we are not alone. We may 
be at the center of the largest grassroots 
campaign in Minnesota history, but we know 
our powerful strength as an organization is 
created by our supporters and volunteers 
around Minnesota. They are all committed 
to defeating this amendment - and you can’t 
fake that energy. Our team keeps this in 
perspective and we are not afraid to ask the 
community for help. 


LM: For people that are opposed to 
the ban on marriage, what can they do 
right now? 

RC: Three things: 1) Make sure your 
friends, family, neighbors, coworkers ай 
know this anti-marriage amendment is on 
the ballot in November. 2) Start a conversa- 
tion with them about why marriage matters 
to you and how hurtful this amendment is 
to same-sex couples. 3) Go to our website 
(mnunited.org) and pledge to Vote No, vol- 
unteer or contribute. O 
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Columbia, the Gem of the Prairie 


The deputy warden pinned me with his 
gaze as the barred gate thumped shut with 
a despairing clang. I’m incarcerated in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary—maximum se- 
curity division—and, unlike its former lifers, 
I'm having the time of my life. 

Mike Schreiber, who retired when the 
prison was decommissioned in 2004, trans- 
ports us on a captivating (pardon me) tour 
of the bad old days of the lock-up, older and 
more dreaded than Alcatraz. We begin in the 
six-man cells of Block A, where boxer Sonny 
Liston once did time. As did Emma Goldman, 
in the women's division, having been arrested 
for seditious sympathies. And James Earl Ray, 
who escaped in a bread box before gunning 
down Martin Luther King, plus 5,000 others 
over the years, locked in the dungeon's black 
hole, with whipping post, if they were naugh- 
ty, or taken to the gas chamber at the end of 
their lives, and our tour. 

A tour of the State Museum is almost as 
unsettling, for it focuses on Missouri's drama 
in the Civil War as “a state divided"—with a 
star in both Confederate and Unions flags— 


as brother fought brother, with raids by guer- 
rilla bandits for extra credit. "More violence 
than most other states," says one account. 
“Chaos,” declares another. 

It’s housed in the lovely State Capitol of 
Jefferson City. But upstairs, it’s another story, 
told by murals. The show-stoppers are the 
scenes enveloping the House Lounge painted 
in 1936 by Thomas Hart Benton, the Michel- 
angelo of the Midwest, who captures the so- 
cial history of Missouri in characters from 
Huck Finn and Jesse James to the everyman 
of the fields, factories and, yes, bordellos. 

The Capitol’s snowy dome shines above 
the cornfields as you approach from Colum- 
bia, a showpiece 30 miles distant, smack in 
the epicenter of the “Show Me” state. Daniel 
Boone’s son helped map out the town in the 
1820s, and covered wagons heading west 
made this their first stop. The Boone County 
Historical Museum recounts the days when 
“the edge of Missouri was the edge of civiliza- 
tion” with an old-time general store, a slave’s 
shotgun house, and uniform of Bloody Bill 
Anderson, a Confederate guerrilla who rode 


ROCHEPORT ME 


with his reins in his teeth and a six-shooter 
in each hand. 

Times are more mellow today. Columbia, 
pop. 100,000, overlooking the wide Missouri 
River, is nicknamed “The Athens of Missouri” 
for its three colleges. It boasts nearly as many 
art galleries as bars—and there are plenty of 
those, highlighted by the Blue Note, which 
hosts musicians like Willie Nelson, Johnny 
Cash, REM and the Marsalis boys. It’s the 
after-party site for the annual Roots n Blues 
n Barbecue Festival, where crowds swayed 
to Mavis Staples’ XXL Gospel voice and the 
“sawngs” of Dr. Ralph Stanley, 97-year-old 
“godfather of bluegrass.” 

The Mizzou campus is home to more of 
homeboy Benton's works—woodcuts, this 
time—while the Stephens campus hosts a 
knockout costume collection. Its current 
show, Fashion Circus (through December 
15), spotlights mannequins as ringmaster- 
dominatrices with high hats, high boots, and 
whips. The collection varooms from Oleg 
Cassini to Coco Chanel and more (more, 


more!) $ Continued on page 49 > 
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Info: www.VisitJeffersonCity.com 
(573-632-2882) and www.visitcolum- 
biamo.com (800-652-0987) 


Columbia is an oasis in the Bible belt; 
a city where all are welcome to drink, 
dance and spoon together. Two gay 
bars head the list, however: Arches 

& Columns and SoCo (as in South 
Columbia). 
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GRAND HAND 


FOC MAP™ PROFILES 


GALLERY 
FOC MAP™ is your fully indexed, fully 
JANUARY SALE searchable FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY 
20-70% OFF selected items MAP™. 
Named “Best of the Cities" by Minnesota 
Monthly and Midwest Home, 201 | Need a haircut, but can't find a salon or 
barber? Or maybe you just need to find 
At the corner of Grand & Dale: your way from here to there. FOC MAP™ 


CLAY WOOD FIBER GLASS METAL STONE 619 Grand Avenue * St Paul 55102 


JEWELRY FRAMED ART 651-312-1122 * www.thegrandhand.com is the tool to get you there. 


e 


ta 


Jeffrey Dean 


Lavender offers you more great Ё | (AWOFFICE. 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 1. 


Dean Law Office 

An experienced, aggressive attorney who practices 
Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


exclusively in criminal/DWI defense. 
10 5. 5th St., Ste. 700 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-4360 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom's daily radio show, and check out her hilarious шил 
videos on YouTube.com. ; Home 
In Home Care & Assistance 
FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 
Right At Home 
Custom care plans for in-home services for the 


elderly. 

9000 Old Cedar Avenue, Ste. 1, 
Bloomington, MN 55425. 952-854-6162 
www.rah-tc.net 


EA 
Bark Avenue, Etc. 


Bark Avenue, Etc. 

Dog Walking and Pet Sitting (cats too!) services 
in the Twin Cities Metro Area. Caring. Reliable. 
Flexible. 

401 N. 2nd St. #219 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 423-4523 
www.barkavenueminneapolis.com 


THE SAINT PAUL HOTEL 


7 The Saint Paul Hotel 

The world can be a pretty. E 1 /hy п Le Consistently ranked among the country’s top 
hotels. Providing luxurious accommodations and 
legendary service to visitors. 


pure Cahuilla Indian natural hot sp loap - 300 Market St. 
Hollywood's elite have retreated forever? You'll find plenty to EA b ring St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 292-9292 


come to a place where you ca 


do both indoors and out here. Or not do. Come enjoy the CALIFORNIA www.stpaulhotel.com 


weather, the resort living, the art, the food, the nightlife. \_ 
Not to mention, the 25-plus gay and lesbian boutique resorts Like no place else." 
E E WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 
and inns. Soak it all in. We know you'll feel better tomorrow. 
www.focmap.com 
БТ ST 


Visitgaypalmsprings.com 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


SOMETIMES YOUR humble colum- 
nist is startled to see concepts, ideas, and 
practices associated with the modern-day 
leather/BDSM/fetish community appear 
in other communities, places, and times. 
Throughout history, humans have yearned 
for altered states of consciousness. And 
they have arrived at similar ways to reach 
those altered states. 

Example: Many descriptions of ancient 
“mystery” initiation ceremonies, whether 
in Egypt, Greece, Rome, the middle east 
or among the Celts and Druids, contain 
similar details. The ceremonies suppos- 
edly took place in dark chambers, usually 
underground. The initiate often had to un- 
dergo some kind of suffering but was able 
to transmute it into spiritual knowledge and 
enlightenment. One account of these cer- 


Altered States 


emonies on the web likened them to a cruci- 
fixion—except the initiate was lightly bound 
to a table “shaped like the Roman numeral 
X.” Sounds to me like a dungeon with a St. 
Andrew’s cross. 

According to The Way of the Shaman by 
Michael Harner, aboriginal native people 
and tribes throughout North and South 
America, Europe, Asia, and Australia ar- 
rived independently at practices and con- 
cepts for healing that had many similarities. 
In their earth- and nature-based worldview, 
illness was seen as a loss of a person’s spir- 
it, soul, or power. With the help of hypnotic 
drumming (and sometimes plant-based 
hallucinogens) the shaman was able to en- 
ter an altered state of consciousness, jour- 
ney to the spirit world and, often aided by 
“power animals,” retrieve the patient’s lost 


or stolen power, thus making the patient a 
whole being again. 

Many people today say they find BDSM 
experiences have helped them “reclaim 
their personal power” after incidents of seri- 
ous illness or domestic or sexual abuse. The 
repetitive sound of a flogger hitting a per- 
son’s back can induce the same kind of con- 
sciousness shift as a shaman’s drum. And it 
would appear that many in our community 
resonate with either puppies or ponies as 
their personal power animals. 

The fact that our community’s archetypes 
have so many similarities to the archetypes 
of so many other communities in other plac- 
es and times points to a conclusion: perhaps, 
based on history and human experience, 
kinky people are more “normal” than some 
non-kinky types might care to admit. O 


Gophers vs. Ohio State Buckeyes 


Sunday, January 29 • Noon 
Williams Arena e Minneapolis 


Tickets: $20 per person 


INCLUDES: Pre-Game Party at Buffalo Wild Wings 
(next to Williams Arena) 


All Out in the Stands ticket holders are entered in a 
drawing for two seats along press row. 


Order your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/ gophers 
or call 612-436-4694. 
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BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAY NEWS.COM: 


YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Norway Refuses Gay Iraqi Asylum, Says ‘Go Home, Be Discreet’ | 
LGBTO Nation reports that Norway's high court has ruled that although | 
Kurdish refugee Azad Hassan Rasol is дау, апа gay men аге at risk іп i 
Iraq, he can not stay in Norway and should seek protection from Kurdish 
authorities. Rasol told reporters, “My clan is going to kill me. Gays and 
lesbians cannot live openly in Iraq.” Just last month, Kurdish police alleg- 
edly raided a gay party and arrested 25 men. 


Gay Couple Sue Hawaii B&B, 
Claim Discrimination 

The Associated Press reports that 
two lesbians filed suit against a 
Hawaii bed and breakfast they 
claim denied them a room for 
being gay in 2007. Diane Cervelli 
and Taeko Bufford say Aloha Bed 
& Breakfast owner Phyllis Young 
denied their request for a room 
because she was uncomfortable, 
for religious reasons, with having 
lesbians in her home. The lawsuit 
seeks to order Young to comply 
with Hawaii law which guarantees 
gays and lesbians public accom- 
modation, as well as an unspeci- 
fied monetary sum. 


Rick Perry Confronted by Teen 
Over Gays in the Military 


ABC News reports that Republican | 


presidential candidate Rick Perry 

was confronted about his opposi- 
tion to gay people in the military 

by a 14-year-old, openly bi- 


sexual girl after a town hall event 
. Rebecca Green asked Perry, "I 
just want to know why you're so 
opposed to gays serving openly 
in the military, why you want to 
deny them that freedom when 


they're fighting and dying for your | 


right to run for president?” Perry 
responded, “! don’t agree that 
openly gays should be serving in 
the military. ‘Don’t Ask, Don't Tell’ 
was working.” He also told Green 
that being gay is a sin. 


Mississippi Mayor's Expense Re- 
ceipts Prompt Coming Out 

The Commercial Appeal reports 
that Southaven, Mississippi mayor 
Greg Davis revealed that he is gay. 
Davis made the announcement 
after receipts from a purchase he 
made at a Canadian store catering 
to gay men came to light. The 
charges are part of a wider inves- 
tigation into allegations that Davis 
charged taxpayers thousands of 


dollars for expensive dinners, 

alcohol, and other expenses. He 
told reporters, "At this point in ! 
my life and in my career, while | | 
have tried to maintain separation 
between my personal and public 
life, itis obvious that this can no  : 
longer remain the case." 


Gay Marriage ‘Improves Health’ 1 
The BBC reports that US research- | 
ers have shown that legalizing 
same-sex marriage may create 

a healthier environment for gay 
men. According to the American 
Journal of Public Health, the num- : 
ber of visits by gay men to clinics | 
dropped significantly after same- 
sex marriages were legalized. ! 
Virginia Board Allows Adoption  : 
Agencies to Discriminate Based 

on Sexual Orientation 

The Washington Post reports that ; 
the Virginia Board of Social Ser  : 
vices voted to allow state- licensed : 


adoption agencies to discriminate 
against prospective adoptive 

and foster parents based on their 
sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
and other personal characteris- 
tics. The board voted 5-1 to strip 
discrimination protections. 


Gay Porn Actor Fired from Police 
Gym Two Years Ago Still Actually 
Works There 

The Miami New Times reports 
that although Bruno Diaz was sup- 
posedly fired from his job as the 
manager of the Miami Beach Po- 
lice Athletic League gym two years 
ago following complaints he had 
appeared in adult films in the 90s, 
he was never actually fired. The 
League board at the time voted to 
fire Diaz by a vote of 7-1, but they 
never followed through. A lawyer 
for the board pointed out that they 
could have been sued if they had 
actually let him go. 


Colombian Bishop Criticizes Gay 
Adoption 

UPI reports that leading Colom- 
bian bishop Juan Vicente Cordoba 
criticized a recent court decision 
allowing openly gay American 
journalist Chandler Burr to adopt 
two Colombian boys. Cordoba 
hinted in an interview that Burr 
could become attracted to his 
children. “1 am not accusing him 
of anything," Cordoba said. "But 
one thing is clear and that is that 
he has homosexual tendencies ... 
and he will receive two children 
at an age when they may be at- 
tractive to him, which could be a 
temptation." The boys 10 and 13 
were removed from Burr's care 
when it was discovered he was 
gay. Following psychological tests, 
the boys were returned to him. 


Gay Aussie Sex Ad Safe Despite 
Protests 

The Australian reports that the 
Advertising Standards Bureau has 
refused to remove a billboard for 
a gay-themed safe-sex ad, even 
though it was the most hated ad 
in the country. The billboard cam- 
paign created for the Queensland 
Association for Health Communi- 
ties showed two men embracing 
with the text "Rip & Roll" under- 
neath. The Bureau rejected the 
complaints judging the billboard 
not offensive and carrying an 
important social message. D 
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TRAVEL | Carla Waldemar 


Continued on page 45 


For art in the making, explore the North Village Art District, anchored by Artlandish (region- 
al crafts) and the Catacombs—warrens with artists at work. Nearby, Orr Street Studios houses 
working artists, such as African-American painter Byron Smith, who grew up here in the Jim 
Crow days and now can move from the balcony to the front row of the opulent Missouri Theater 
of 1928. Nearby, Ragtag Cinema shows indie films before they hit New York in a shabby-chic 
MidMod setting with full bar and treats from Uprise Bakery. 

Then walk (everything’s walkable) to The District, 45 not-so-square blocks in the center of 
town housing a hundred-plus retail shops (vintage clothing to sassy gifts, antiques to avant col- 
lectibles), 70 bars and restaurants, and 45 live performances a week. Eat at Flat Branch, a brew- 
pub that pours everything from ginseng lager to a stout-fueled ice cream float. Head to Bleu for 
creative bites like smoked shrimp and grits; Sycamore for an update on fried tomatoes; Addision’s 
for knockout steaks and seafood; and Broadway Brewhouse for the ribs you've been dreaming of. 

Ernie’s has been serving breakfast since 1934, back when Chester Gould, an art student at 
Mizzou, created Dick Tracy while downing its Boone County ham and eggs over easy. To get 
up-close and personal with these prime eats, head to Saturday’s farmers’ market, where the 
basil grows as large as hedges, the eggplant could double as sculpture, and radishes serve as 
corsages. Musicians jam while Grandma Barb peddles her homemade pies. 

End up at Sparky’s—everybody does, it’s probably a city ordinance—for “good ice cream 
and bad art,” says a regular, who swears by the lemon-ginger, while I make quick work of my 
lavender-honey cone. 

The flat-out best meal, however, was at Bourgeois Winery, whose countryside bistro over- 
looks the Missouri River hemming the 200-mile Katy bike trail as it snakes below limestone 
bluffs. How about the Gorgonzola cheese cake? Or the porcini pecorino gnocchi? The shrimp 
po’ boy? Or... Oh, stop. Time for the tasting room to sample the Vidal Blanc. The Chamboursin. 
And for sure, the noble Norton. 

Overnight in nearby (pop. 250) Rocheport, boasting B&Bs such as Yates, right on that fab 
trail, with breakfast fit for a Tour de France cyclist, a couple of antiques shops, and a cafe called 
Abigail’s, where lamb chops and local trout are as tasty as the chocolate-peanut butter pie. 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 
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VM REPORTS | Ellen Krug 


Are Two Transgender-Related Surveys 


Contradictory? 


TWO RECENT studies related to trans- 
genders apparently contradict each other. 

One study, entitled “Injustice at Every 
Turn: A Report of the National Transgender 
Discrimination Survey," was a joint proj- 
ect of the National Center for Transgender 
Equality and the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. Among the key findings: nearly 
ninety percent (90%) of the 6450 transgen- 
der and gender non-conforming participants 
surveyed had experienced job harassment, 
mistreatment, or discrimination. Almost 
half the respondents—forty seven percent 
(47%)-һаа been fired, demoted or refused 
employment because of their gender status. 
Sixteen percent (16%) had been forced to 
work in the underground economy of illegal 
sex or drug trades. 

Another statistic reflects the fallout from 
this pattern: a staggering forty-one percent 
(41%) of respondents reported attempting 
suicide. That number climbed to fifty one 
percent (51%) of the transgenders who had 
been bullied or harassed. 

This NCTE/NGLTF survey also found 
that almost a fifth (19%) of transgenders 
experienced homelessness. Many respon- 
dents lived in extreme poverty; they were 
nearly four times more likely to have a 
household income of less than $10,000. 

Asecond survey, issued last month, seems 
to paint an entirely different picture—one far 
rosier for transgenders. The results were 
summarized in a press release entitled, “New 
Survey: Strong Majorities Favor Rights and 
Legal Protections for Transgender People.” The 
survey was conducted by the Public Religion 
Research Institute, which describes itself as 
a “non-profit, nonpartisan research and edu- 
cation organization dedicated to work at the 


intersection of religion, values and public 
life.” This study involved a “random digit dial 
telephone survey” of 2000 adults conducted 
in August and September, 2011. 

The PRRI study focuses on attitudes of 
people across all walks—presumably, the 
straight majority. The study showed that 
eighty-nine percent (89%) agreed that trans- 
genders should have the same general rights 
and protections as others. Additionally, three 
quarters (75%) of the participants believed 
Congress should pass laws to protect trans- 
genders from job discrimination. A nearly 
equal amount (74%) favored expanding fed- 
eral hate crime laws to include crimes com- 
mitted because of a person’s gender identity. 

Perhaps not too surprisingly, ninety-one 
percent (91%) of participants had heard the 
term “transgender.” Of those, more than two 
thirds (69%) could define the term without 
any assistance. 

How is it possible to reconcile one survey 
which documents transgenders as highly op- 
pressed and another which makes them ap- 
pear almost mainstream? 

One explanation: the NCTE/NGLTF sur- 
vey measures actual transgender experience 
while the PRRI study gauges societal atti- 
tudes. In other words, they deal with two dif- 
ferent measurements, even if “transgender” 
is the common denominator. 

Presumably, the impact of public per- 
sonalities like Chaz Bono underlies the ap- 
parent greater acceptance of transgenders 
by straight Americans, as reflected in the 
PRRI survey. Additionally, the subject of 
the "transgender experience" has become 
far more widely reported in the general me- 
dia. In turn, this may lend to minimizing the 
heretofore "freak factor" many associated 


with transgenders. 

In other words, much of society may now 
understand that coming out as transgender 
is simply an attempt to live an authentic life. 

On the other hand, the NCTE/NGLTF 
survey reflects the all-to-often dark side of 
what it's like to actually come out as trans- 
gender. The respondents there grapple with 
the day to day reality of close family and 
friends who react negatively to the idea that 
a loved one is changing everything about 
them—appearance, name, even voice. This 
is where people's attitudes get tested and 
hearts broken. The disappointment—and 
attendant impact on the transgender indi- 
vidual who is trying to navigate to authen- 
ticity-shows up in the form of depression, 
substance abuse, and disruption in families 
and the workplace. 

Still, numbers aren't everything. In the 
NCTE/NGLTF study, one respondent wrote, 
“My mother disowned me. I was fired from my 
job after 18 years of loyal employment. I was 
forced onto public assistance to survive. But I 
still pressed forward, started a new career and 
rebuilt my immediate family. You are defined 
not by falling, but [by] how well you rise after 
falling." 

This personal story supports one more 
finding from NCTE/NGLTF: Over three- 
fourths (78%) of the transgenders surveyed 
felt more comfortable with their lives after 
coming out. If nothing else, transgenders— 
as a group—are extremely resilient. 

It is fair to assume there will be more 
surveys of transgender experience and 
mainstream attitudes in the future. One can 
hope that conditions continue to improve for 
transgenders to the point that attitudes and 
actual experience become consistent. [1 
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www.lavendermagazine.com 
Everything that's in the magazine is on the website, but 


also so much more. Exclusive photos, videos, articles and a 
comprehensive events calendar for the community, by the 
community. The website is your portal to the Online Maga- 
zine that you can read from anywhere in the world as well 
as the Lavender Yellow Pages, Gift Guides, FOC Map, the Fab 
50,Wanda Wisdom, and Big Gay News. Looking for some- 


thing? Look there first. 


exceptional service, 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


Twitter: 


Follow @lavmag for special announcements, 


contests, and news from the community. 


Facebook: 


VENDER 


2012 GLBT YELLOW PAGES EDITION 


iPad App: 

Have an iPad? Download the Lavender 
Magazine App or subscribe to it using the 
iPad Newsstand feature--you'll get each 
new issue delivered to your iPad as soon 
as it's available. You've got the whole 
magazine at the flick of your finger. 


Keep up with Lavender Magazine on Facebook to 
hear about contests, events, and articles that might 
not be found in the print edition. We'll tell you 
what you need to know, just keep us toward the 
top of your news feed--you don't want to miss 


what we've got for you. 


FOCMap.com: 

Lavender's Friends of the Community 
Map is the online resource for finding 
the businesses that value the GLBT 
audience and want you to know how 
to find them. Can't find it? FOC it. 


FOC MAP 


Wanda Wisdom: 

Get Wanda's daily podcasts through 
her website, www.WandaWisdom.com, 
or via iTunes. Find her on Facebook 
and follow her on Twitter at 
@wandawisdom for anything you 
might ever want to hear from the 
original podcasting drag queen. 


The fun is real. The fun-bags are not! 


Big Gay News: 

BigGayNews.com is the internet's re- 
source for all that is big. And gay. And 
news. It's available as a podcast at 
iTunes in addition to both a Facebook 
page and as a Big Gay Twitter Handle 
at @biggaynews. Follow it so you can 
keep up with what the other 36,117 
people who follow it already now. 
Just the news. Big and gay. 


NEWS | Kaitlyn Walsh 


New Year’s Resolutions: Human Rights Campaign 
and Corporate Equality 


The non-profit’s evaluation of companies 
practices spurs hundreds of businesses na- 
tionwide to be more accountable to their 
GLBT employees, while giving consum- 
ers tools to make more informed decisions 
about where they spend their money. 

For the past decade, the Human Rights 
Campaign Foundation’s Corporate Equal- 
ity Index has helped promote equality and 
accountability to gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender employees in hundreds of 
workplaces across the country. 

The Index, which started in 2002, has 
helped change the dialogue about equality 
in the country, where fair-minded practices 
are not only good for business, but improve 
people’s lives. 

With a smartphone app and online buy- 
er’s guide that show ratings of companies’ 
practices and employee benefits, consumers 
and prospective employees can make more 
cognizant decisions about which businesses 
to buy from and work for. 

Since its inception, The Index, which 
takes into account a voluntary survey and 
publicly available information like tax filings 
to evaluate equity in policies and employee 
benefits, has doubled the amount of busi- 
nesses Officially rated. 

In its first year, The Index rated 319 busi- 
nesses, where 13 earned a perfect score. 
This year 636 employers were rated and 190 
received 100 percent, according to the 2012 
Index report. 

Thirteen Minnesota-based companies, 
including 3M, Cargill, Best Buy, General 
Mills and UnitedHealth Group, received 100 
percent on the 2012 Index. 

This year, the Index added new regula- 
tions to its 40 criteria to provide equal ben- 
efits for same-sex partners and spouses, end 
benefits discrimination for transgender em- 
ployees and dependents, show company-wide 
competency on GLBT issues, and exhibit a 
public commitment to the GLBT community. 

The Index has helped make large strides 
in workplace equality and continues to 
drive progress, according to Michael Cole- 
Schwartz, the Human Rights Campaign’s 
director of communications. 

“The Corporate Equality Index has been 


trans-formative in the way that corporate 
America has viewed GLBT issues,” Cole- 
Schwartz said. “Over the years it has evolved 
itself and has expanded so we continue to 
raise the bar.” 

The Human Rights Campaign will contin- 
ue to improve The Index, with an emphasis 
on supporting the needs of transgender em- 
ployees, who still face many health insurance 
exclusions, according to Cole-Schwartz. 

The Human Rights Campaign Founda- 
tion, which funds the Corporate Equality In- 
dex, helped push five times as many major 
U.S. employers to offer transgender-inclusive 
healthcare coverage, from 49 in the 2009 In- 
dex to more than 200 in the 2012 Index. 

The Index promotes fair practices within 
a business, but for a business to get a perfect 
score, it has to show it supports the GLBT 
community as a whole. 

Cole-Schwartz said that major corpora- 
tions who take part in the Corporate Equal- 
ity Index have the sway to steer dialogue of 
policymakers and the general public. 

“It’s interesting that corporate America, 
which is generally viewed as a tremendously 
conservative institution in our county, has 
been leading the charge in the fight for 
equality,” Cole-Schwartz said. 

And more companies take part in the 
Index every year; adding 36 in the 2012 
Index from the previous year, which, Cole- 
Schwartz said, is partially the result of “the 
competitive nature of business.” 

He added, “If your competitors are par- 
ticipating and proud of a good score, it’s an 
incentive for you to do it.” 

With the majority of Fortune 500 com- 
panies taking part in the survey, Cole- 
Schwartz explained, it seems more possible 
to pass legislation like the Employee Non- 
Discrimination Act, which would nationally 
ban discrimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion and gender identity in hiring and em- 
ployee benefits. 

Since 1994, versions of the Employee 
Non-Discrimination Act have been intro- 
duced in nearly every Congress, most re- 
cently in the House of Representatives in 
April 2011. 

Cole-Schwartz emphasized that is impor- 


tant to think of The Index not just in how 
many perfect ratings, but through the em- 
ployees affected. 

“Through that lens...that really does 
show how people’s lives can made better by 
their employers,” Cole-Schwartz said. 

But with no nationwide ban on all dis- 
crimination based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity, there are still improvements 
to be made. 

Currently, employees and job applicants 
can legally be discriminated against for 

their sexual orientation in 29 states and 
for their gender identity in 34 states. 

Minnesota is among 16 total states that 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual ori- 
entation and gender identity. 

ING, an Amsterdam-based financial ser- 
vice company, has received a perfect score 
for 6 out of the 8 years it has taken part in 
the Index. 

Phil Margolis, an ING spokesperson, 
said the Human Rights Campaign’s survey 
gives the company an opportunity to review 
its practices. 

Margolis said, “As an organization, we 
want to be a place where people want to 
come to work every day, to feel comfortable 
to express their opinion and comfortable to 
be who they are every day.” 

ING works with their GLBT employee re- 
source group to best serve every employee, 
Margolis said. 

“(The GLBT employee resource group] 
is a resource we tap on a regular basis to 
provide feedback for not only for our inter- 
nal environment, but for the business itself,” 
Margolis said. 

Additionally, the Index has helped ING 
improve accountability to its customer base, 
where it can target the GLBT community with 
existing products, meaning possible financial 
benefits from taking part in the survey. 

Nationally, ING works with the National 
Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce 
and, locally, with the Quorum in Minneapo- 
lis to identify the needs and issues concern- 
ing their GLBT employees. 

The Human Rights Campaign’s effort 
seems to line up with the work of GLBT ad- 
vocacy groups in Minnesota. H 
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being exposed to many of them, frequently. 
Constantly. Until members of the GLBT 
community aren’t seen as archetypes or all 
the same, it’s hard for the voting body of 
Minnesota to understand that inclusion is 
going to be the norm. This is happening. 
We're not asking you to believe in something 
that doesn't exist. We're right here. 

But, they don't see us. 

Aaron and I are now in the city. We left 
home. Guess what? I daresay that most of 
us did. It's why we're so comfortable. We 
have normalcy. We applaud relationships. 
We walk with people who needed to know 
who we are—who may not have been so 
open-minded as we force them to be, simply 
by existing—but now do. 

What I consider to be home is about an 
hour west of the Twin Cities. My great-grand- 
parents’ family farm was in rural Litchfield, 
my parents raised us in Dassel and Cokato, 
and Cokato is where I go home to—if you 
know your geography, yes, that’s butts right 
up against the Sixth District. An hour away. 

There are a fair number of us who've left 
that home, in particular. In the pews of my 
home church have sat Joe, Executive Direc- 
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tor of the Aliveness Project; former Min- 
neapolis council member, Scott; and new 
OutFront Minnesota staff member, Javen, 
husband of Oby. Another of my oldest class- 
mates and friends is political activist and 
Facebook sensation, Del. Heck, HGTV’s Da- 
vid Bromstad went to my high school. Not 
only did everyone survive, but everyone re- 
turns home on occasion. We don’t conspire 
or contrive any gay agenda while we’re here 
in the city, but perhaps we should. Perhaps 
our gay agenda should be to go home and 
be unapologetically normal. Exist. Expose. 
Simply raise awareness by being there. 

It’s an important year. There is so much 
work to be done. Some of it might be more 
passive than we think. Because, we can’t ask 
someone to vote against something that they 
don’t know is hurting us, because they don’t 
know that we are us. 

May you have a wonderful year. I look 
forward to existing with you and everyone 
in the GLBT and A community. And I look 
forward to more applause. 

With thanks, 

Andy O 
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Project 515 is "fully supportive" of the 
goals of the Corporate Equality Index and 
would encourage companies to take part, 
according to Eric Jensen, communications 
director for Project 515. 

Jensen said The Index's stringent re- 
quirements, like taking into account com- 
munity involvement, provide a big picture 
of how companies take care of their GLBT 
employees and customers. 

Jensen said there are tangible benefits to 
being a fair-minded employer. 

"The overall value is that we know that 
companies that treat all of their employees 
fairly and equally, are able to attract a more 
diverse and talented employee pool," Jensen 
said. “Employees are more happy and they 
are more productive." 

Jensen said a major value of The Index 
is that it is a tool to gauge progress in Min- 
nesota and nationwide. 

“It is a measure that helps us see that we 
are moving in the right direction," Jensen 
said. "And big companies that are important 
to the economy are moving us in the right 
direction." O 
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RIDE REVIEW | randy Stern 


2012 GMC Terrain 


THE QUESTION IS no longer "what is 
a crossover." It is "what size do you need?" 

Since petrol prices scaled up to $4.00 
a gallon nationwide around the first part 
of 2011, the North American automotive 
market saw a general shift towards smaller, 
more efficient vehicles. Benefitting from 
this downsizing shift is the small crossover 
segment. If you scour over the sales charts 
over the past 9-10 months, you will notice 
the astounding growth in sales of these 
smaller utility machines. 

It is also a field that is getting a bit crowd- 
ed. On the top of the segment's charts are 
the Toyota RAV4, Honda CR-V and Ford 
Escape. These three vehicles practically 
boosted this segment’s profile from the on- 
set. By the latter part of 2012, every manu- 
facturer that sells vehicles in North Ameri- 
ca will have at least one to offer. 

As a byproduct of the growth in small 
crossover sales, there are now niches with- 
in this segment. While Toyota, Honda and 
Ford rule the more mainstream sections 
of this class; there are now luxury models 
available for the more discriminating con- 
sumer. These luxury models are experienc- 
ing boosts in their sales figures — evidenced 
by staggering month-to-month increases by 
the greatly improved BMW X3. 

When you have two distinct sub-seg- 
ments within a market class, no one seems 
to be concerned about the "middle." After 
all, the North American market had been 
divesting away from the middle of the mar- 
ket by eliminating entire brands - Mercury, 
for example. 

The arguments are plenty as to the 
reasons behind diverging away from the 
so-called "middle." Still, consumers want 
something that is not too pretentious... 
and not too plain, either. The BMW X3 is a 
wonderful machine, but it can be priced too 
dear for most families. The Toyota RAV4 
may offer three rows of seats, but some 
consumers complained it's too cheap and 
plastic for their tastes. 

There is good news, however: The "mid- 
dle" still exists and it lives right in the heart 
of the small crossover marketplace. 


a 


The GMC Terrain. 

For the Professional Grade brand, the 
Terrain has been GMC's biggest success 
story of late. Throughout 2011, the Ter- 
rain led the growth in sales for the brand 
across North America. Specifically, the Ter- 
rain was cited as the focus in the staggering 
growth of GMC on the West Coast. 

What makes it such a success at this mo- 
ment? The question is an open ended one. 
It lends itself to many different answers. It 
also points to some interesting hypotheses. 
Ideas ranging from the general shift from 
larger crossovers to smaller ones, the quest 
for an upscale small crossover with better 
value overall to whether this vehicle would 
fit a lifestyle that balances class with func- 
tionality. It is worth exploring the reasons 
why the Terrain has been experiencing 
such growth over the course of a year. 

Looking back at how this vehicle came to 
be, the GMC Terrain was planned all along 
as a companion to the second generation 
Chevrolet Equinox. This was made easier 
by the cancellation of the Pontiac Torrent 
and, to a lesser extent, a very distant cousin 
- the Suzuki XL-7. It became clear that the 
GMC variant would not be simply badge- 
engineered with only a grille to distinguish 
it from the Chevrolet. 

The designers at General Motors went 
for it. They created a stylish small cross- 
over based on several GMC concepts and 


2012 GMC Terrain SLT-2. All Photos by Randy Stern 


design studies to fuse the Professional 
Grade theme with a bolder, unapologetic 
profile. 

The result is something that can only 
be judged by the eye of the beholder. One 
could dismiss it as plain ugly and very polar- 
izing. I actually see beauty and elegance in 
the Terrain's styling. It stands out amongst 
the crowd – just exactly what GMC wanted. 

It's not the shape that I'm drawn to. It's 
the details. The grille texture alone gives a 
Denali-level feeling to GMC's small cross- 
over. The rear end is contemporary and 
bold. The wheel arches are squared off, 
exuding confidence as it goes about its 
business. The chromed wheels and grille 
inserts truly gave the Terrain a personal- 
ity of its own. This is all summed up in one 
word: Shiny. 

You might say the Terrain was loaded 
with fabulousness reserved for an A-Lister. 

The Terrain is not for everyone’s eyes. 
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But, if you're tired of being bored Бу cook- 
ie-cutter crossovers or design elements 
cribbed from one another's competition 
- the Terrain could be an improvement to 
your vision. 

The same can be said inside the cabin. 
The leather upholstery was made for first 
class travel for five. To contrast either a two- 
tone Titanium or a monotone Jet Black hue 
of leather, red stitching is added. Red light- 
ing also adds to the flair of the cabin, but it 
is also a GMC brand element. 

The seats were taut, but very comfort- 
able for long distance driving — as evidenced 
by my one-way run from Minneapolis down 
to Chicago. They were decently bolstered 
for the job and the leather certainly felt 
durable and supple at the same time. The 
rear seats were substantial with a couple of 
adjustments that would surprise most con- 
sumers. The seats can be moved back and 
forth, providing maximum legroom for pas- 
sengers. The rear seatbacks also recline. 

The SLT-2 tester came with the latest 
infotainment suite provided by GM. The 
touch screen system includes AM, FM and 
XM radio, along with the fine navigation 
graphics that are now part of GM's infotain- 
ment package. Rear seat passengers also 
enjoy individual seatback mounted video 
screens with a remote control and head- 
phones to enjoy their favorite DVD for the 
journey ahead. If you do not need the head- 
phones, there are eight Pioneer speakers 
that would fill the cabin with your favorite 
soundtrack. 

However, you do get a set of buttons 
on the center stack now commonplace in 
the latest GM vehicles. Compared to my 
previous experiences with similar button 
arrangements, I found this particular ar- 
rangement less intuitive overall due to its 
distance from my driving position. Luckily, 
there are a few switches on the steering 
wheel that are better put to use within reach 
of my fingers. 

Access to the cargo area is done with 
a power-operated liftgate. You can actually 
set the timing of the opening and closure 
of the liftgate — or, turn off the power ac- 
tuation completely. Frankly, I'd rather turn 
it off, because using the power operation is 
simply a "show-off" feature that has limited 
fun appeal after a while. However, if you 
have kids, and/or a pet and a bunch of thing 
to throw in the cargo hold - this feature is 
perfect for you. 

Under the hood is an engine that has 
been the bane of most vehicles GM sells: 
The 3.0litre High Feature V6 with direct 


injection and variable valve timing. Since 
it is no longer found on the Cadillac SRX 
and Buick LaCrosse, you can only find this 
266-horsepower FlexFuel V6 as an option 
on both the Equinox and the Terrain in the 
North American market. Connected to the 
V6 is GM's 6-speed automatic gearbox and, 
on this example, all-wheel drive. 

Though the engine is beyond competent 
at speed, the 222Ib-ft of torque exposed а 
lag in the lower gears when it had to play 
catch-up. I also noticed some performance 
difference while being fed E85 as well as a 
drop in fuel consumption. A fill-up of regu- 
lar unleaded gave back some fuel efficiency 
and a smoother engine feel. 

The Terrain's ride was not exactly solid, 
but it was comfortable enough to manage 
road imperfections. There was enough 
dampening of the suspension not to shock 
anyone on board. The Terrain handled 
softly, but surely. I noticed a bit of a roll 
through corners when driven hard. Steer- 
ing is sharp and tight, which will surprise 
many who are used to crossovers. Braking 
is very sure and the action is on point, but 
there were some moments when it rolled 
back after a full stop. 

In the snow, the all-wheel drive system 
sends power to all four 18-inch Michelin 
Latitude tires for the grip needed to get 
through caked and iced-over roads. Add 
antidock brakes and traction control on 
top of the front-drive skewed AWD system 
and you can see why the Terrain (and its 
brother, the Chevrolet Equinox) have been 
the best choice amongst GM products this 
year. 

One thing that blipped an alarm when 
driving the Terrain was the fact that the up- 
right front end created a different kind of 
blind spot where one needs it - in front of 
you. If you're driving out in the country or 
on the freeway, it does not pose a problem. 
Around town...or at places where there may 
be obstructions in front of you...the upright 
front end posed issues for those of us who 
are used to lower frontal fields of vision. 

When I asked people who seen or actu- 
ally rode in the Terrain what kind of fuel 
economy they would expect from a V6 ver- 
sion, that could run on both regular petrol 
and E85 and had all-wheel drive, they fig- 
ured around 20MPG. In truth, fuel economy 
varied depending on what was feed into the 
tank. In all, a perfect mix of unleaded and 
E85 yielded an economy rating of 18.1MPG. 

One can get a basic Terrain SLE with a 
2.4litre ECOTEC four-cylinder engine and 
front wheel drive starting at under $25,000. 


However, to get one with the same speci- 
fication as the SLT-2 I drove, your bottom 
line will come to slightly over $38,000. One 
would think that would be the price of a 
Terrain Denali, if one were available. At 
this point, this is as much Terrain as one 
could possibly get — save for the Forward 
Collision Alert and Lane Departure Warn- 
ing option. 

Being somewhat in the middle helps in 
GMC's favor, but why would you want a 
Terrain? Is it distinctive enough for you to 
stand out in a crowd? Is it practical enough 
for you to carry people, haul a cabin full of 
stuff northward, tow small boats or attract 
your next ex-lover? 

If you consider every scenario possible, 
the Terrain provided a comfortable, stylish 
and entertaining cabin to let the miles go by 
through Wisconsin and Illinois. Overall, the 
Terrain turned out to be a nice place to be 
- even out in the snow. It's nice and shiny, 
but it has its detractions. Sometimes, those 
detractions could cancel out a vehicle from 
consideration. The best way to understand 
the Terrain is to drive one properly on bad 
surfaces. Small detractions could be seen 
as just mere details. 

But, if you're one who enjoys standing 
out in a crowd – and can handle the feed- 
back - the GMC Terrain is your best shot 
at being noticed. 

NOTE: This year will mark the 100th an- 
niversary ofthe GMC brand - a conglomera- 
tion of two truck builders at the turn of the 
20th Century that merged into General Mo- 
tors. Since 1912, the GMC brand appeared 
on various types of vehicles from a version 
of the Chevrolet El Camino - the Caballero 
- to over-the-highway trucks to transit and 
intercity buses. O 


Randy Stern is an automotive writer from Robbin- 
sdale, Minnesota. He can be followed at Victory & 
Reseda - http://www.randystern.net. 
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The 'Club' 


We all have that one place we love to fre- 
quent, the space that inspires amuses or 
calms us. It could be as simple as the coffee 
shop, a nearby pub, or the public library. Per- 
haps it’s the gym or a beloved restaurant. For 
us, that place is our club—or, formally The 
Woman’s Club of Minneapolis. 

The center of our social, civic and educa- 
tional lives (as was intended in its founding), 
the club is our most common haunt and is 
nearly a second home to us. 

With a clubhouse large enough to ac- 
commodate most every activity and with 
knockout views of Loring Park, the Woman’s 
Club offers many opportunities to enrich our 
lives. Monthly and weekly bulletins, as well 
as frequent emails, keep us up-to-date on a 
full range of events, everything from bridge 
lessons to jazz concerts with Connie Eving- 
son in the Main Lounge. The Club Tuesday 
Program has been delighting and educating 
members nearly since the club’s founding 110 
years ago. A lunch and lecture series, Club 
Tuesdays are always enlightening and often 
surprising in their subject matter. If you’ve 
ever wondered what “the ladies who lunch” 
do, this is it. Recent lecture speakers have 
included bestselling authors, former govern- 
ment officials and local artists. 

A good club offers not only activities, but 
excellent dining as well. Chef Frédéric Ber- 
mond, hailing from France, brings his keen 
eye to everything prepared in the kitchen. 
Having a French chef in-house guarantees su- 
perb presentation as well as excellent flavor 
for breakfast, lunch, Happy Hour and dinner. 
Our personal preference is Sunday brunch 
(with complimentary champagne) on the 
Loggia, overlooking the park. 

Meeting people in a club is never a chal- 
lenge if you join a committee, and the Wom- 
an’s Club has a plethora. How else do you 
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meet your bridge partner? Club members are 
more apt to ask what committees you serve 
on than what you do for a living. From volun- 
teering in the Club’s circulating library, over- 
seeing the dining room menus, or planning 
black-tie fundraisers, each committee has its 
own purpose and focus within the Club. One 
of the most interesting committees is charged 
with the preservation and ongoing operations 
of the Ard Godfry House; built in 1849, it’s the 
oldest remaining frame home in the Twin Cit- 
ies. (Visit it on summer weekends; it’s at Uni- 
versity Avenue and Central Avenue SE, just 
across the 3rd Avenue bridge from downtown 
Minneapolis.) 

The Club has a full-service theater on the 
first floor. You may already have had the op- 
portunity to take in a play, concert or lecture 
in the Assembly Hall. This past holiday sea- 
son, a riotously funny production of David Se- 
daris’ Santaland Diaries fill the hall. 

The Woman’s Club is not open just wom- 
en. As two of many male members, the club 
offers us the opportunity to show support for 
charitable causes, create lasting friends, learn 
about ourselves and others and improve our 
civic life. More comfortable and active than a 
business club, yet more formal than an ath- 
letic country club, the Woman’s Club is just 
the right fit for us. In this new year, why not 
expand your social circle at the club. We hope 
to see you there! 

Interested in membership or one of the 
public events? The Woman’s Club is located 
on Loring Park just south of Downtown Min- 
neapolis. O 


The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis 
410 Oak Grove Street 
612-813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 
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OUR VOICES 


М. SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Elen Krug 
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"YOU'RE SO BRAVE." 

People have often said that in the two 
and a half years since I transitioned from 
male to female. Hearing it is always a mixed 
bag; yes, it's ego-feeding, but on the other 
hand, there's some irony in being thought 
of as “brave” for simply living my life as I 
need to. In fact, my customary response is 
to point out that real courage is the soldier 
who falls on a hand grenade to save his or 
her comrades. Making the ultimate sacri- 
fice for someone else—now, that's what I 
call bravery. 

Me? I’m simply surviving, doing what I 
have to do, for me. Otherwise, the statistics 
about transgenders and suicide (a recent 
survey found that 41% of trans folk attempt 
suicide) suggest that I might not be here 

Still, not long ago, I found myself telling 
a group of people they were brave. I had ap- 
plied for a job as the executive director of 
a new Minneapolis-based nonprofit. In my 
cover letter, I disclosed that I am transgen- 
der, since I don't like surprising anyone. A 
short time later, I found myself in a confer- 
ence room being interviewed. In between 
describing my experience as lawyer and 
past nonprofit board member, I talked 
about how changing genders has given me 
a fairly unique perspective; after all, not 
many people get to live in both genders. In 
other words, I tried to turn a negative into 
a positive. 

It must have worked. Soon, I was in 
another conference room, this time being 
interviewed by a group of seven people— 
almost all the Board members of this new 
nonprofit. I walked into the room, took 


Gratitude 


out a pad of paper, and put on my reading 
glasses. “Okay, fire away,” I said. For the 
next hour, I fielded questions about my ex- 
perience and management philosophy. I de- 
scribed how I would take the organization 
forward, and how I was passionate about 
doing well in the world. 

"Tm extremely lucky,” I said. “I’ve got- 
ten something that most people don’t get— 
a second chance, an opportunity for a do- 
over, both in my professional and personal 
lives. It’s a true gift.” 

I hoped that the interview had gone 
well, but I’m really bad at gauging those 
kinds of things. My spirits were buoyed a 
few days later when I heard that my refer- 
ences were being contacted. “I’m pulling 
for you,” one reference said. Another—a 
former client who has known me in both 
genders—wrote, “I just gave the best damn 
recommendation for you.” 

Shortly after that, I heard from the 
Board: to my great gratitude, I got the job! 
My immediate response was to say “Thank 
you,” and to promise that I’d give it my 
best. In the next breath, though, I compli- 
mented the Board for being brave. After all, 
its not like I’m one-hundred-percent-I'd- 
never-guess-you're-transgender-passable; 
remember, I’ve got that little problem with 
a deeper voice. More significantly, the non- 
profit has nothing to do with LGBT causes 
or advocacy. In other words, my being 
transgender wasn't a factor—good or bad— 
in the job selection process. 

That, in my view, took a measure of 
guts. Sure, Га like to believe I'm worth the 
risk, but still, even in 2012 there's a chance 


people will scratch their heads, which could 
cause them to think twice about supporting 
the nonprofit. I want to believe that won't be 
the case-particularly in the Twin Cities-but 
you never know. 

When you consider the statistics—there 
I go again with numbers—it's even more 
remarkable that I got the job. According to 
a study by the National Center for Trans- 
gender Equality, 47% of the transgenders 
surveyed had experienced an adverse job 
outcome (not hired, fired, or denied a pro- 
motion) because of their status as trans- 
gender or gender non-conforming. That's a 
staggering statistic. 

Obviously, things need to change. 
Thankfully, it looks as if my Board of Direc- 
tors is at the forefront of that change. 

So, as І step forward on my do-over, I tip 
my hat to a group of straight people for the 
chance to prove myself as Ellen Krug, hu- 
man being. I won't forget how they've put 
their confidence in me. 

And, in case you're wondering, I'm not 
going anywhere. ГЇЇ continue to write for 
Lavender, too, something else for which I 
am grateful. O 
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MS. BEHAVIOR | мегу Cohn 


Brutal Breakup 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I've just had the worst breakup of my life. 
She didn't bother to tell me we were break- 
ing up — by the time I saw that her Facebook 
status was 'single, several of our mutual 
friends had posted their condolences on my 
wall! It was horribly humiliating, not just 
that she didn't bother telling me in person, 
but that I was the last person in the world 
to know. When I told her how upset I was, 
she blamed me and said that maybe I should 
check Facebook more often. 

I also discovered that she left with all of 
our sheets and my bunny slippers. I have 
heard of other brutal breakups lately. Aren't 
there any ethics or rules about breakup up? 
Can you offer suggestions? 

-BATTERED BY BREAKUP 


Dear Battered by Breakup: 

Yes, People: how about a little kindness 
toward someone you once loved, or at least 
liked. Or lusted after. Or something. 

Love inspires the best in most of us, at 
least for a while. Breaking up can certainly in- 
spire the opposite of that—but it doesn't have 
to turn exquisitely ugly, does it? Can't we all 
just get along, even after the romance dies? 

'The following list of Do's and Don'ts re- 
garding breakups is based on actual letters 
and complaint received by Ms. Behavior. Let's 
call this list Guidelines to a Kinder Breakup: 

1) If you have the urge to dump your 


bf or gf on his or her Facebook wall, don't. 
That’s just plain nasty. (If you happen to 
be privileged to live in a gay marriage state, 
this guideline counts double.) Additionally, 
please remember that it is extremely insen- 
sitive to update your facebook status to “sin- 
gle” before informing your partner. While a 
Facebook posting may seem the most expe- 
dient way to live your life, it is kinder to go 
through the process in real time as if you are 
real people, even if it feels slow. 

2) As tempting as break-up texts may be 
in their impersonal succinctness, they also 
suck. And while you might be tempted to 
see if you can create a haiku text, please re- 
member that your amusement is at the ex- 
pense of another human being who may be 
too crushed to admire your creativity. Email 
is only slightly better. If you are too much of 
a wuss to break up in person, at least pick up 
the phone. 

3) Once the deed is done, don’t turn all of 
your mutual friends against your ex. There is 
no reason for this. If you are reading this, you 
are probably no longer in middle school, so 
you should have abandoned that sort of be- 
havior along with your acne and orthodontist. 

4) Don’t take things unless they are in- 
disputably yours. Especially sentimental ob- 
jects, photographs, bunny slippers, or Hello 
Kitty mugs. 

5) This should not have to be said, but Do 
not take a dump on your ex’s floor. (Yes, this 


really happened to someone.) 

6) This also shouldn’t have to be said, but 
do not start telling your ex’s secrets (and do 
not get all slippery about what constitutes a 
secret). You may as well assume that any- 
thing intimate or confidential, whether or 
not it was whispered in your ear in the dark 
should be kept to yourself. This includes 
career plans, wishes and desires, family se- 
crets, naked or compromising photos, or any 
aspirations that have not been made public. 
It will not only harm your ex, you will ulti- 
mately feel badly about the fact that you are 
so untrustworthy. 

7) Also, don’t gossip. Don't tell friends or 
acquaintances private information, even if 
it’s juicy. For example, if your ex only gets 
off if you climb through the window wearing 
a mask and take her forcibly after calling her 
a dirty slut, whose business is this? If you 
have a video of your ex doing something un- 
natural with a fruit, vegetable, or neighbor, 
keep it in the drawer or return it to your ex. 

8) Don’t cut the sex toys into tiny pieces 
and leave them in the bed. While there is not 
yet an adequate state-sponsored recycling 
plan for dildos, you do have less-violent al- 
ternatives. If your ex also doesn’t want them 
(and why would she?) you can throw them 
out, put them out for collection when your 
city collects toxic waste, or clean them thor- 
oughly and donate them to The Salvation 
Army. O 
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G ACASO VNA 
FIESTA" CON 
UN SUPERDOTADOS 


It hurts! 
Ca fait mal! 


It this the result of a celebration with 
someone exceptionally gifted? 
Est-ce le dénouement d'une féte 
célébrée avec un surdoué? 


POR RODRO 


FONDO MONE- 
TARIO IIT 


No! 
With the International Monetary Fund! 
on! 


Avec le Fonds monétaire international! 


THE NETWORK 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


wer @ 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www.pride-institute.com 


ALARM PROTECTION 


Gordy Neuman 
|` Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed • Bonded ° Insured 


ROTECTION, INC. 
Commercial - Residential - Fire 


Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 
No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 
Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


BANKRUPTCY ff 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


CazALES LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 
www.cazaleslaw.com 


HAGENS 32227 


Full service for all makes and models 
Free Estimates 
Insurance Approved 
www .hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS 
(612) 872-6671 


WINTER'Car, Care Package 
Get a grip on Winter, ensure 
your vehicle is road - ready: 

+ Oil & Filter Change .. ЕУ 

+ Tire Rotation ёс Gadea 

« Tread Depth & Pressure Check 

+ Battery, Brake, Belt/Hose ie 
+ Fluid top-off 

1200 Glenwood Avenue 


Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377-4900 
(Convenient location near International Marker Square). 


_ www. northwesterntire.net : 


BARBERS 


AUTOMCTIVE 


Barbers Á 


ryant (= 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 


2920 Bryant Ave S #105 • Minneapolis (2277 
D 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


м 
Audie: 612.203.1880 


EET ONES 
AUTO CARE 


Full Service Eco-Friendly Auto Service $ 
Home of Honest Mechani 


2217 Lyndale Ave. S. ө Minneapolis, MN 55405 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 ө Saturday 8-4 


(Additional locations in Anoka and Eagan) 


(612) 871-7545 
www.honestiuptown.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


A New Year... A New You! 


Lets get started with a FREE session today! 


Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, ACSM Certified 


ENDGAME FITNESS 
MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL AREA 
218-259-5894 » www.endgamefitness.net 


www.houseliftinc.com 


4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


612-205-5618 B 


ecarpentry 8 remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


EO 


HOME SERVICE 


ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 


952-927-7194 BA 
www.staffordhomeservice.com facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 


55 A FREE ESTIMATES 
4 ЛЬ Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 
ua SE 


A 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 
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HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


A- 2 ELECTRIC 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


D) ODE LE 1914 i 
= PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR ! ! 


! Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


U 
ı Emergency Service Available 
!'WWW.SODERLIN.COM ! 
i 
1 


! 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 


! Licensed, Bonded & Insured LICENSE #М1764#М359 


| MATT TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


| Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
| Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
| Stump Grinding * Storm Damage * Lot Clearing 
| Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
24 yrs. Experience 


Credit Cards accepted 
| Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 
n EEE 
AMERICAN FAMILY 


07491 10/11 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina М. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


9, | Pets Remembered 


Cremation Service 


Gentle, Sensitive 
One-at-a-time a 


(651) 633-4564 
petsrememberedcremation.com 


INSURANCE 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


NOBODY 


PROTELTS 


YOU FROM 


LIKE ALLSTATE 


I can help you get the coverage you need. 

People who switched to Allstate saved money 
and got more protection. Which means they're 
better prepared for the mayhem that can happen 
everywhere. So don't wait! Call me today 


LOIS A. CASTANEDA үү, 


(612) 871 6830 © 
127 W. GRANT ST/C, MINNEAPOLIS 
Allstate. 


a073414@allstate.com 
Call or stop by to see how much you can save. You're in good hands. 


Coverage and savings based on policy features selected and are subject to terms, conditions and availability. 
Allstate Indemnity Company; Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company 


d WIN 20 HOURS Valentines) 
OF DOMESTIC \ 
SERVICES! 


‘TEXT ROSES 10 71441 


шин ekatzu ШИ на, 


Sr Ezer of Se + . Geen? Shopping * Errands 
` * Laundry and Pressing e Holiday Decorating * Party Services 
* General and Heavy Cleaning © 


decide 
Әг 612-859-3311 
vice, Lhe. BONDED & INSURED 
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Steve Burns, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651:278:5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Mindful Intentional Living 
Individual & Couples Therapy 


No Cost Initial Session 
3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 


Most Insurance Accepted. J 4 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 


VISA | (222 kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Tom Glaser, MS 


Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
612-240-4289 
www.tomglaserlp.com 


Lake Pointe Centre 


Adolescent, Couples, and 952-922-8665 


Adult Psychotherapy 


Paul J. O'Hara, MA 


Licensed Psychologist 


6800 France Ave So. 
Suite 560 
Edina, MN 55435 
www.pauljohara.com 


You can now 


see the 


online 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 


THE NETWORK 


REAL ESTATE 


Get the Sleigh. Put on the Snowshoes. 
Let's go House Hunting. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist S™ 


МАРК, 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Могїу оре me 


, SCOTT HAUBRICH 
612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Advertise 
your 
business 
in 


THE 
NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


Sleeping with 
Mrs. Bachmann 


I HAVE A terrible confession. Every woman I have ever slept with has been a Republi- 
can. Even if they wouldn't admit it. I always manage to suss it out. They stare wistfully at 
protesters at abortion clinics or I find pictures of Ronald Reagan tucked in their wallets. 
Sadly, I was born and raised in the suburbs and have a sentimental attachment to helmet- 
haired, BMW-driving, bridge-playing matrons who vote only for white men with easy-to- 
pronounce surnames. 

But that’s not my terrible confession. Here it is: I am sleeping with Michelle Bachman. 
Yes, that’s right. Michelle Bachmann sleeps with me each night. And I love her. 

OK, it’s not the real Michelle Bachmann, but it is one of her disciples. Her name is 
Livia and she’s a miniature schnauzer. She share’s Bachmann’s fuzzy features and long 
eyelashes, as well as her homophobia. 

I got Livia and her idiot brother Fredo from the same litter three years ago, and Livia 
has been trying to turn me straight ever since. Anytime a girl comes anywhere near me, 
Livia weasels her way between us, blocking any intimacy. She literally creates a dog wall to 
prevent any contact. In bed, she sleeps between my girlfriend and me, lying flush against 
my side and extending her legs against my girlfriend to prevent any accidental touching 
during the night. 

When we attempt to share a kiss, Livia throws herself at us until we’re forced to stop. 
We have to lock her out of the bedroom when we have sexy time. And she responds by 
hurling herself at the door repeatedly until we stop our lesbian antics. 

“How did you manage to raise a right-wing conservative dog?” my girlfriend asked, not 
nearly as concerned about this issue as she should be. Although she votes for all the right 
people, she’s a business owner who gets all misty each time the phrase “tax relief for the 
wealthy” is evoked by Fox commentators. So, she’s not nearly as alarmed as I am that I 
have a Republican pet. 

Recently, I took Livia to a trainer to help break her of her obstructionist ways. 

“What’s the problem,” the gruff lady trainer with hair the color of algae. 

“She won't let me have sex,” I responded. 

“And, what’s the matter with that?” she said. “I haven’t had sex since my hysterectomy. 
I don’t miss it. Sounds to me like she’s just being sensible. Get out of bed! Go take a walk!” 

“Гш just worried that she’s homophobic,” I said. “Anytime my girlfriend comes within 
touching distance, Livia, squirms between us. She’s very sweet about it, but she’s also 
insistent. We are not allowed to get anywhere near each other when she’s around.” 

The trainer, who obviously hadn’t had or wanted human contact since infancy, rolled 
her eyes at my base desires. Then she took me through Livia’s daily routine in order to 
determine the root of the problem. 

I told her that the dogs are left alone when I go to work and that I leave the TV on for 
them so they don’t get lonely. “Come to think of it,” I said, having a mighty revelation, “the 
channel is usually on Fox News when I get home. Could Livia be changing the channel 
once I leave the house?” 

The trainer and I agreed that this was the problem. She gave me a piercing whistle to 
use whenever Michelle Bachman comes on the screen. “Aversion therapy,” the trainer said. 

Will it work? Too soon to tell. But this morning, Livia chewed up my conservative dress 
pumps, forcing me to wear Birkenstocks to work. Perhaps her way of finally giving ap- 
proval to my lesbian lifestyle? O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.sto E ММ сот 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
intormation and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Sd 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm 1-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

КА all things pend ars i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

(ZE 15 51 

Minneapolis, ММ 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4 
www.ywcampls.org 


со 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

ba 221-2547 
ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State and Pantages 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 

panoramie views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
nel 


hborhood. 
298) Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 

performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[551 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ечисайопаГ 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224.4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 
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Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-6ОМС (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
Educating artists and audiences 
through a diverse mix o 
performances on both land and 
water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes dizdiz action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 
www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - 

Disciples of Christ 
Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

2201 First Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


d Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

ummit Ave 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 
Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 


06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Ва.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 

New Harmony Church 

A new spiritual community at 

historic Wesley. Offering hope and 

encouragement to all people. An 

embracing congregation. Greg 

Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, Traditional 

Setting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and atining: A 

da еасе! church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

ech Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Communi 

Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living 
and Short Term apartment rentals. 
825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 


and equality. 
1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 


St.Paul, 
(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 

www.Issmn.org/ 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
afron, MN. . ee 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 9 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, УУ! 

(808) 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 
648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 


(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings “Тор 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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L A. WANDA WISDOM'S WANGO CARD | wanda wisdom 


1. Find an item on the card out in your everyday world. 2. Take a picture of it. 3. Send your pic to wanda@lavendermagazine.com, 
along with your full name. 4. Find five (5) pictures to complete a horizontal, vertical or diagonal row on the WANGO card and you'll be 
entered into a drawing to win a fabulous Winter Wanda prize package! 5. All photos must be received by February 8. 


Ugly Panda | Undies on WEE The Gay Fat 


Hat the Street Squirrel 


Person Michele 
Wearing Bachmann 
Shorts Look-Alike 


Drag Queen Snow You & Man 
Look-Alike Angel in Uniform 


Donkey Hot Shirt- Crazy Lady | Ice Fishing 
less Man House 
Xmas Smoker cpu Egg Frozen 
d 2 Wearing 
Decorations Freezing Hipster on the 
Still Up Outside F Sidewalk 
Scarf 
Crispy Pants Too Old School deka ed 
Bacon Tight Mullet Bieber Ranning 
8 Hairdo Outside 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
с „= 
COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional 
Market • Next sale: VINTAGE RE- 
STYLED! JANUARY 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
FRI - SUN 10am-ópm. * 4304 Chicago 


Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Atty, Mediator, 
Arbitrator: Private dispute resolution. 
Achieve legally enforceable results and 
peace through mediation or arbitration. 
Tel: (6121875-1022. www.resolve.pro. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats too!). Energetic. Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. mb(dbarkavenueminneapolis.com. 
(612) 423-4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and Eclectic/Creative approach. 224 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues 
for almost 20 years. Self esteem, 
uncoupling, communication issues, 
depression, grief/loss, family/ job 
stress, codependency, coming out, 
and more. Insurance/ sliding fee scale. 
SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275-2653, 
www.thegatecounseling.com. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


One bedroom Uptown apartment. 
Balcony, washer/dryer, outdoor pool. 
Close to everything. January 1st. $1350. 
(800) 787-4815. 


NEWLY RENOVATED - 1 BR, 1 BA, LR, 
DR, cute kitchen, laundry, huge clean 
basement. Hardwood floors, new tile, 
duplex. Indoor parking available $35/ 
mo. Midway, blocks from 1-94. $795/mo. 
Available Feb. 1. (651) 645-5714. 


Great apartment in new building. 2 
bed 2 bath with tons of windows and 
2 balconies, Cooks kitchen. Uptown. 
$2135. (800) 787-4815. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis (1 (612) 306-6323. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots 
of TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 
days. Holidays included. Gene: (612) 
749-7726. Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour 
Massage $60.00. Shower Available. (612) 
219-6743. 7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. 
Therapist: 5'10, 167#, 32 waist. 


LAVENDER 


MAGAZINE.COM 


To reserve 


your space 
in the 
CLASSIFIEDS 
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Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 


Suzanne@lavendermagazine.com 


Minneapolis 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 
612.465.7255 


St. Paul 
651.305.2737 


FREE CODE: LAVENDER 
Other local numbers: 


1-888-634-2628 
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to Listen 
Tell-A- & Reply to Ads! 


Friend / 477 dere 1 
к d 1-9388-MegaMates" 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2011 PC LLC 


st. paul 651.204.2211 bloomington 952.818.8080 
brooklyn park 763.432.8080 other cities 1.877.510.3344 


| 1.900.255.5757 eeng ` | MANline* 
hardlinechat.com а нь Now powered by HARDLINE 
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OUR VOICES 


OUR EYES OPEN to a teenage angel sit- 
ting at the edge of his keeper’s bed, hunched 
elbow-to-knee, watching the city beneath 
him. His wings are vast, mighty, ethereal; 
they belie his small, emaciated body. 

He cries and the city melts in his tears, 
but his face remains expressionless. He 
gazes through his keeper’s window empty, 
statuesque. Eyes veiled in shadow, he does 
not blink. His tears reflect the moonlight. 

Achoral Requiem in D minor fills the bed- 
room. 

“What the hell are you listening to?” asks 
a voice from the dark. His keeper. 

'The bedroom lights switch on, and the 
angel does not respond. 

"Baby?" his keeper asks. "What's wrong?" 

The man kneels before the angel and 
looks at him with compassion. He cups the 
angel's head in his palm and brushes away 
the tears. "It's OK, baby boy. I'm here." 

Halloween 2005. I'm sitting on the edge 
of his bed wearing angel wings and glitter. 
Cliché, I know. But he enjoys it. 

“Mama is dead,” the voice on the line told 
me moments earlier. My muscles gave way 
and the phone slipped from my hand and 
hit the floor, breaking on impact. My grand- 
mother was the string tying me together. I 
needed her. And she was gone. 

Now he's kneeling in front of me, looking 
at me with those wretched eyes, pretending 
he cares. Га normally run to him for comfort. 


Saint Vanity 


Tdinvite him to join me, to lay a while and 
hold me. Not tonight. 

I stand and walk away without acknowl- 
edging him. I lock myself in the bathroom, 
where a stereo plays Requiem in D minor, 
K.626—1. Introitus: Requiem. I listened to 
it to help me into character as I put on my 
costume. 

Ilook at my underweight frame in the 
mirror. Tm boney. Too boney. I caress 
my ribs with my fingertips, sending chills 
through my body. I lean in to study my face. 
My hipbones grind the porcelain sink. It 
hurts. 

My eyes are as brown as they've always 
been. My lips, just as full. My hair, just as 
brunette. But I’m not looking at myself. I’m 
looking at something else. 

I lose my breath and am suddenly I'm 
lightheaded. What am I doing? 

I starve myself to keep bone-thin. That's 
how he likes me. That's how my friends like 
themselves. That's how I should be. So I am. 

Im wearing glitter and angel wings-lit- 
tle else-because men will like me this way. 
Right? 

I realize in this moment that I’m con- 
sumed by appealing to everyone else. It's ex- 
pected. Who am I to challenge who I should 
be? If I want to be successful in life, I must 
be loved. And in order to be loved, I must 
give up myself. 

I make fun of people who are socially 


awkward in these days. I laugh when people 
aren't dressed well. I bully people who are 
perfectly beautiful. m part of the Cult of 
Saint Vanity. Cold-hearted and ruthless. 

My grandmother's death puts things in 
perspective. She lived by the adage, "If you 
don't pay my bills, I don't give a DAMN what 
you think about me." She was loved because 
she was strong. Because she was herself. 

And what would she think of me now? 
Standing in front of a mirror belonging to 
my boyfriend who abuses me, starving for 
food and attention, desperate to be loved, in- 
secure beyond measure. When all I'd really 
like to be doing is, well, anything else. 

So things change tonight. A Requiem in 
one ear, my boyfriend banging on the bath- 
room door in the other, I remove my wings. I 
am no longer an Angel of Vanity. I am Justin, 
and I am Justin alone. 

Saint Vanity is a contagious disease 
prominent among youth. Stereotypical of the 
young gay community. Symptoms: perpetual 
dissatisfaction, cruel thoughts or actions 
toward others, undue judgment toward one- 
self, affinity to the abusive. Cause: insecu- 
rity, pressure from one's peers or perceived 
loved ones, absence of courage. Prognosis: 
loneliness. Treatment: admitting your mir- 
ror no longer reflects you, but someone else; 
then, opening your eyes. O 


Facebook.com/JustinJonesWriter 
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Follow the yellow brick road. 


NN 


FiatMinneapolis.com 
FIAT of Bloomington - 952-367-4300 
FIAT of Brookdale - 763-222-2600 


Inspiring Hope. 


Changing Lives. 


Building 
| Community. 


т 


Adoption 

Caregiver Support 
Counseling 

Crisis Nurseries and Shelters 
Foster Care 

Debt Management 
Employment Services 
Financial Counseling 
Guardianship 

Homeless Youth Services 
Refugee Resettlement 
Services for People with Disabilities 
Services for Older Adults 
Senior Companions 

Senior Nutrition 

Support Groups 

Transitional Housing 
Veteran Services 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the 
vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work 
in community with dignity, safety and hope. 


